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God’ s all-/ufficiency a fupport againft 
de{pair, and a fource of encour. 
agement, in the view of difficulties 
in the way of falvation, which 
ét ts impoffible with men to fur- 


mount or remove. 


ANKIND are very apt to 
run into extremes; and 
zs much fo, perhaps, in regard to 
religion and their fpiritual con- 
cerns, as with refpe& to other 
things. Whilft fome go along 
eafy and fecure in fin, under a vain 
imagination that they are able to 
do all that is requifite to’ infure 
their final happinefs, whenever 
they fhall find it neceffary to ap- 
ply themfelves in earneft to the 
bufinefs ; others, perceiving dif- 
ficulties, which neither they nor 
any mere men are in ail refpeéts 
able to furmount er remove, may 
be almoft ready, in a kind of def- 
pondency, to abandon the hope 
and relinquifh the attempt of at. 
taining to happinefs beyond the 
grave; haftily concluding, that 
becaufe it is impofible with men 
to effe& all that is neceffary to 
their falvation, it is therefore ut- 
terly and abfolutely impoffible. 
The fcriptures, duly attended 
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to and underftood, will. furnith 
inftruftions amply fufficient to 
guard againft both thefe extremes. 
It is, however, only with refpe& 
to the latter, that fome obferva- 
tions will now be made, taking 
for our guide or ground work, an 
important truth mentioned by 
Chrift to relieve the minds of his 
difciples, when diftreffed with the 
view of a feeming impoflibility in 
the way of men’s falvation, on 
account of their love of the things 
of this world, and attachment to 
earthly riches. 

A young man, who very re- 
fpeCtfully addreffed to Chrilt, this 
rious queftion, “* What fhali I do 
that I may inherit eternal life ?’” 
upon being told by Jefus to fell 
whatfoever he had, and give to 
the poor, and he fhould have 
treafure in heaven : and to come, 
take up the crofs, and foliow 
Chriftt, « was fad at that faying, 
and went away grieved; for he 
had great poffeffions.” Upon 
this occafion, Jefus looked round 
about and faid to his difciples, 
«“ How hardly fhall they that 
have riches enter into the king- 
dom of God.” His difciples be- 
ing —- his wards, he 
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anfwered again, and faid unto 
them, “ Children, how hard is it 
for them that truft in riches to 
enter into the kingdom of Gud! 
Tt is eafier fora camel to go thro’ 
the eye of a needle than fora 
rich man to enter into the king- 
dom of God. And they were 
attonifhed out of meafure, faying 
among themfelves, who then can 
be faved?” But Jetus looking 
upon them, to relieve their afton- 
ithed minds, — «6 With men it 
is impofhible, but not with God: 

for with: God ail things are poffi- 
ble.”? See Mark x. 1 7—27. 

In Pes lait ve rds, this general 

truth is plainly fagpetted -d, That 
all things neceflary to the falva- 
tion of men are poflible with God. 
Though in other refpects, as well 
as in that which occafioned the 
furprife and confternation of the 
difciples, yea, though in ever fo 
many refpects, the falvation of 
any be impofiible with men; yet 
it is not abfolutely impoflible, be- 
eaufe with God all things are 
pofiible. Therefore, 

Agreeable to the defiga, with 
which this important and intereit- 
ing truth appears to have. been 
mentioned by Chrift, it may with 
vropriety be improved for the re- 
aief and encouragement of thofe, 
whofe minds are greatly dejeéled 
and nearly overwhelmed with a 
view of things, on account of 
which falvation may feem impof- 
fible, and really.is impoffible with 
men. Particularly 

I. Death is the wages of fin— 
its deferved reward. ‘The law of 
God, which is holy, and jutt, and 
good, and muft, at all events, be 
fupported, curfes every one whe 
coth not perfeGly obey it. It is 
alio faét, that all have finned, and 
come fhort of the glory of God: 
that all have teanfpreffed and 
daily tranferefs the "ed of God. 


« 
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Hence, it may fometimes feem, 
efpecially to fuch as have any con- 
fiderable underflanding and con. 
viGion of the true tenor and valt 
extent of the divine law, and of 
their numerous tranfgreffions of it 
and habitual contrat riety to it, as 
though it was impoflible that they 
or 4 verwye fhould be faved, 
aakfs the law is repealed or giv- 
enup. See Rom. vi. 7—12. 
With men it was impeffible to 
devife any method, or to _ 
any provifion for the pardon 
tranigreflors, confitently. with os 
divine law’s remaining in full 


force. But that which, in this® 
refpe&t, was impoffible with men, 


was poflible with God, and 1s ac- 
tually accomplifhed. 

The feriptures inform us with 
great. plainnefs, that God hath 
fet forth his fon Jefus Chrilt, who 
is both God and man in one per- 
fon, * to be a propitiation thro’ 
faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteoufnefs for the remiffion of 
fins—that he might be juft, and 
the juftifier of him who believeth 
in Jefus’—that * Chrift hath re- 
deemed us from the curfe of the 
law, being made a curf afer us’ — 
and that ** God hath made him to 
be fin for us,”? that is, an offer- 
ing and facrifice for fin in our be- 
half, “* who knew no fin; that 
we might be made the righteouf- 
nefs of God in him.”? ‘This di- 
vine perfor, having in our ftead, 
as our reprefe entative and fubfti- 
tute, rende red a perfect obedience 
to the whole law, under circum- 
{tances moft peculiarly difficult 
and trying, and borne our fins, or 
the exprefiions of God’s righteous, 
anger againft them, in his re n 
body on the tree, “ is the end of 

the law for righteoufnefs to every 
one that believeth’—to every 
true believer in him he is inftead. 
of the perfe& perfonal obedience 
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recnired by the law; or in regard 
to his juftification before God, 
he anfwers for the believer every 
end, every purpofe, which would 
have been anfwered by the perfeé& 
perfonal righteoufnefs required in 
the law as the condition of his 
jultification. 

But admitting the fufficiency 
of Chrift’s righteoufnefs and a- 
tonement, to render the juttifica- 


tion of every true believer in him, | 


confiitent with the juftice of God, 
and with the honor and authority 
of the divine law ; neverthelefs 

II. It is fill true, that with- 
out holinefs no man fhall fee the 
Lord—That the finner, in order 
to be juttified thro’ the righteouf- 
nefs of Chrift, mutt exercife re- 
pentance towards God and faith 
towards our Lord Jefus Chrif, 
even faith which worketh by love, 
and involves the prineiple or be- 
ginning of real holinefs. But all 
mankind are by nature the chil- 
dren of wrath, unholy and finful : 
and many fenfibly find, by their 
own experience, that they are 
dead in fin, prone only to evil, 
but averfe to God and holinefs. 
Hence, to fome it may ftiil feem as 
though it was impoffible that they 
fhould be faved—as though there 
could not be produced, im their 
hearts, fo great and effential a 
change as is neceffary for this 
purpofe. 

With men, it is confeffed, this 


is impoffible. No man can change | 


his own heart, or produce fpirit- 
ual life in his heart which is fpir- 
itually dead. Nor can any other 
man do it for him. But this is 


poflible with God, and hath often | 
Paul having made |) 


been effected. 
to the faints at Ephefus an affeet- 
ing ftatement of his own and their’ 
former chara€ter,.as being totally 
depraved and altogether fisful,! 
yamediately added, But God, 
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who is rich in mercy, for the great 
love wherewith he loved us, even 
when we were dead in fins, hath 
quickened us together with Chrift: 
—and hath raifed us up together, 
&c.—For by grace are ye faved 
thro’ faith, and that not of your- 
felves: it is the, gift of God.— 
For we are his workmanfhip, cre- 
ated in Chrift Jefus unto good 
works.”’ 

The power of God is every 
way equal to the produdtion of 
this effential and all important 
change. And his grace is like- 
wife fufficient, and will be dif- 
played by the effeét, in every in- 
flance wherein it is, on the whole, 
wife and beft, that it fhould be 
wrought. 

But one, and another, whofe 
eyes are opened to fee himfelf, 
may yet be ready to fay, My ca/z 
is fingular. My fins are fo many, 
fo great, and fo aggravated—my 
heart is fo hard and itupid, and 
my will fo obftinate, and all man- 
ner of finful lufts and habits, by 
long indulgence, have become fo 
deeply rooted, fixed and confirms 
ed, that is impoffible that I fhould 
be converted and faved.— 

True: This is impoffible with 
men.—By your own exertions 
you will never overcome the pow- 
er of fin in yourfelves, or break 
its habits, or make yourfelves new 
hearts, or repent, or believe, or 
love or obey the truth in fincerity. 
For all the exertions of a totally 
depraved heart are oppofed to 
thefe effects. But the power of 
God is fufficient to effe& all thefe 
things in youand for you. And 
it is poffible that he will, notwith- 
ftanding the number, and great- 
nefs, and aggravations of your 
fins and provocations. Though 
your cafe be, indeed, very threat~ 
ening, dangerous and alarming, 
and you really have great treafon 











to fear and tremble ; it is never- 
thelefs poffible that God, in the 
exercife of his infinite fovereign 
mercy, may yet difplay his al- 
mighty power in your convertion 
and falvation. For he is net a 
man; nor is he like to men with 
refpect to the degree and duration 
or length of his forbearance 2nd 
mercy. But in regard to fhowing 
mercy, as well as in other refpects, 
his thoughts and his ways are’ 
higher than ours, as the heavens 
are higher than the earth. [See 
ifaiah lv. 6—-11.] 

Jll. The Chriftian, confider- 
ing the ftraitnefs and narrownefs 
of the way which leads to life— 
the temptations and difficulties 
attending it—the oppofition he 
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hath to encounter from the world, 
the fiefh, and the devil ; and fen- | 
fible of his own weaknefs, of the | 
deceit and treachery of his heart, 

and the remaining ftrength of his 
Juils ; and obferving that, accord- 
ing to the fcriptures, they only 
who endure to the end are to be 
faved—that the promifes are to 
thofe only who overcome ; may, 

at times, be ready to fay within 

himfelf, it 1s impeilible for me to 

fucceed ; I fhall one day perith by 

the hands of thefe enemies; as 

David, after numerous, great and 

fignal deliverances, faid in his 
heart, * I fhall perifh one day by 

the hand of Saul.”’ 

Alas! how much anxiety and: 
diftrefs do Chriitians undergo and 
experience, for want of a conftart. 
lively and firm faith in the all-ful- 
ficient power and grace of God, 
in his infinite wifdem and inviola- 
ble faithfuliefs, and in the inex- 
baullible merits of Jefus Chrift! 

It is, indeed, impoiible with 
men, to keep the {trait and nar- 
row way, to overcome all tempta- 
tious and oppefition, from within 





and from without, by their own 





{kill and exertions. Bat hath 
the Chriftian, therefore, any rea- 
fon to defpair ?—noneatall. For 
the things which are impoflible 
with men, are poffible with God, 
And to the real Chriftian, thefe 
words of the Lord are applicable, 
«« My grace is fufficient for thee : 
for my ftrength is made perfe& in 
weaknefs.”” Therefore, he may 


be able to do all things through 


Chrift who ftrengtheneth him. 
God’s faithfulnefs is engaged, not 
to fuffer him to be tempted above 
that he is able. And he will 
never leave him, nor forfake hip ; 
but will keep him by his power 
thro’ faith to falvation. 

True, perhaps, one and another 
may be ready to fay ; was La real 
Chriftian, thefe promifes would 
apply to me, and I might confi- 
dently expe their fulfilment. 
But, alas! this is not the cafe, 
though I once thought it was. 
For a number of years, I lived in 
the pleafing perfuafion, that I was 
a child of God, and an heir of 
heaven. Then, as I thought, 7 
beheld the glory of God in the 
face of Jefus Chrift, and loved 
him, and put my truft in him, and 
delighted in drawing nigh to him, 
and had at times, as I then fuppo- 
fed, {weet communion with him. 
—But now the fcene is entirely 
changed. I have no clear or live- 
ly fenfe of the glory and amiable- 
nefs of God. He rather appears 
to me as a being of awful majefly 
and terrible wrath, juftly incenfed 
againft me for my numerous fins, 
and ftupid hypecrify. For it 
now appears to me, that my for- 
mer hopes and joys, and religious 
affe&tions, were founded in felfith- 
nefs, uncer the influenee of a mil- 
aken perfuafion, that 1 was recon- 
ciled to God and in a ftate of ia- 
ver with him. 


If this had not been the cafe, 
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it feems to me, that I fhould not 
have lived as I did; and that God 
would not have withdrawn and 
forfaken me ashe hath. Hence, 


fuch a perfon may be ready to- 


think or fear his cafe is hopelefs. 
For if after all that he hath expe- 
rienced, and profefled, and done, 
he is yet deftitute of the love and 
grace of God ;—~if fomething be- 
yond and ¢ffentially different from 
all that he hath hitherto experi- 
enced, is abfolutely neceffary to 
his falvation; it may feem to him 
as though it was now impoflible 
that he fhould be faved.— 

With refpe&t to cafes of this 
kind, it may be obferved, 

1. It is poffible that a perfon 
viewing things much in the light 
now ftated, may be a real Chriftian 
under the frowns and hidings of 
God’s face, for his undutiful tem- 
per and carriage. Perhaps he 
hath not taken proper care to 
maintain a due fenfe of his con- 
fRiant dependence on God, for all 
light, grace and comfort, but has 
been too confident of his own 
ftrength and fufficiency. He, 
probably, hath not kept his heart 
with fuch care and diligence as 
he ought to, but has given way 
to the workings of pride and van- 
ity, to covetoufaels, worldly-mind- 
ednefs and the love of eafe. And 
in many refpeéts, he may have been 
not only negligent in performing 
the duties and cherifhing the af- 
fe€tions required of him ; but 
likewife indulged to thofe carnal 
feelings and alfetions, which are 
contrary to real holinefs, and tend 
to grieve the Holy Spirit of God. 
— God, therefore, may have with. 
drawn or withholden from him 
thofe fenfible communications, 
which he ufed to grant, and left 
him in a degree to himfelf, to 
liruggle, in a meafure alone, a- 





and fhow him what is in his heart, 
that he may do him good in his 
latter end. Or, 

2. Admitting, that a perfon 
viewing himfelf in the light which 
has been fated, is really deftitute 
of the grace of God, and hath 
heretofore been pleafing himfelf 
with a falfe perfuafion of his re- 
conciliation with God, and inte- 
reft in his favor; his cafe, upon 
this fuppofition, is indeed very 
dangerous and alarming; and 
without a {pecial and very remark- 
able interpofition of the mighty 
power and infinite grace of God, 
he will perifh forever.—However, 
there is yet no abfolute impoflibil- 
ity of his falvation. God is as 
able to change his heart and bring 
him out of darknefs into his mar- 
vellous light, as he was to unde- 
ceive him, and prevent his going 
down to deftru€tion under his 
former felf- flattering delufion. If 
he was before deceived, and his 
heart dead in fin, he was totally 
averfe to the light which hath un- 
deceived him, and would not have 
given up his former ill-founded 
hope, if God had not been pleaf- 
ed to take fuch meafureg and to 
let fuch light into his mind, that 
he could no longer maintain it. 
And as God has thus removed 
one great obilacle to his faving 
recovery, it is very poflible that 
he may alfo fee fit to produce 
fuch a real change as will iffue in 
his falvation. Therefore, altho’ 
he has great reafon to fear, and 
ought to view and feel himfelf in 
an exceeding dangerous condition, 
he ought not to give himfelf up 
to defpair. 

And, as aconclufion, it may 
be proper to obferve, That altho’ 
men ought not and have no rea- 
fon to defpair of faivation, merely 
on account of thofe difficulties in 


gaintt his enemies, fin and Satan, | the way of it, which it is impofit- 


to humble him, and to prove him, 


ble for them ¢o remove, fiace all 
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things are poffible with God; 
yet, on the other hand, it is un- 
warrantable and dangerous to fet- 
tle down in a confident perfuafion 
that they certainly thall be faved, 
without good evidence that they 
are {uch as the fcriptures declare 
will be faved. 
ASTHENES 





Analyfis of the Book of Daniel. 
E are taught by an in- 


\ {pired writer of ‘the New- 
Teftament, that the prophets of 
the ancient difpenfation teflified 
before hand, the fufferings of 
Chrift and the glory which fhould 
follaw.* This teftimony is divine, 
having been given by “the fpirit 
‘ of Chrift which was in them.” 
His Church, which he redeem- 
ed by his blood, was to be con- 
formed to him in character, in fuf- 
fering, and in the glory which was 
to follow. This is abundantly 


evident from ancient f{cripture hil: | 
| than a hundred years old.—Long 


tory of what was paft, and from 
the general courfe of prophecy 
of what was future. 

The accomplifhment of thefe 
divine prediGtions, while it is at- 
tended with fuch heavy affliGions 
to the people of God; ‘is alfo 
pregnant with confolation to 
them, in all their forrows, both 
as it is a full confirmation of the 
truth and divinity of the holy 
{criptures, 
and confirms their joyful hope of 
the glory which is to follow, even 
the final, complete victory and 
triumph of the Redeemer over 
all evil, and the bleflednefs and 
glory of the redeemed church. 

A view of facred hiflory and 
prophecy from the beginning to 
end of the facred canon, would 
would abundantly confirm thefe 
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Ga the Book of Daniel. 
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obfervations. ‘They will be illuf. 
trated in this difcourfe, only by 
giving a brief analytis of the book 
of Daniel. 

This book is compofed of hif. 
tory and prophecy. It appears 
that the prophet, and his three 
friends, conneéted with him in 
mutual affection and by importan: 
events, were defcended from a 
branch of the royal family of Da. 
vid; that they were carried to 
Babylon in the captivity of Jehoi- 
akim, or Jehoiachim, about 
hundred years before the Chr 
ian era, ahd eleven or twelve year: 
before the general captivity of t! 
Jews, and the burning of the 
temple by Nebuzar-Adan. The 
prophet muft then have been very 
young, for we find him living and 
active fome years after the return 
of the Jews from Babylon, unde: 
the commiffion of Cyrus, which 
mutt have becn feventy years from 
the beginning of the captivity. 
He probably lived to be more 


life was a token of divine favor, 
under the ancient difpenfation, 
and was eminently fo in the cafe 
of this Daniel, and of Mordecai 
the Jew, whofe hiftory we have 
in the book of Efther. ‘Thefe 
eminent fervants of God were 
both carried from Judea to Baby- 
lon, in the firft captivity by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, and both lived to 
fee its happy conclufion in the 
return of the Jews, after feventy 
years, and even a confiderable time 
afterwards. And were both emi- 
nently ufeful to fociety and the 
church of God, and triumphed 
over the mortal enemies of them- 
felves and the church, ia a moti 
honorable and happy old age. 

In attending to the book Os 
Daniel, we find, in the firft chap- 
ter, an account of the captivity in 


Babylon, gf Daniel and his three 
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young friends.- Their calamities 
can be more eafily conceived than 
expreffed.— Hurried from the nu- 
merous felicities of domeftic friend- 
fhip and wealth, and the fond at- 
tentions of parental kindnefs, fuch 
as the children of princes and no- 
bles experience ; they were ftrang- 
ers ina ftrangeland. ‘Their par- 
ents very probably fell in the 
flaughter, when they were taken. 
And what was ftill more to thefe 
pious youths, they were com- 
manded to tranfgreis the law of 
their God by taking the polluted 
meat appointed them by the king. 
Their religious reverence of the 
divine inititution, expreficd in re- 
fufing to cat of the king’s meat, 
was gracioufly owned and ac- 
cepted of God, and he not only 
found a way to fave them from 
the difpleature of the king, but 
endowed them with fuch wifdom 
and rare accomplifhments, that 
none ** were found like to Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mifhael and Azariah ; 
and in ail matters of wifdom and 
underflanding, the king found 


them ten times better than all: 


the magicians and aflrologers in 
all his realm ; therefore ftood 
they befoye the king.” » 

The following hiftory evinces 
the opportunities hereby given 
them, to bear an honorable teftt- 
mony for the. true rcligion, and 
its divine Author, and how well 
they improved it. 

‘The fecond chapter relates the 
wonderful dream of king Nebu- 
chadnezzar, aud the interpreta- 
tion by Daniel Wrhereby the 
prophet was the happy inftrument 
of faving the lives of the wife men 
of Babylon, and of furnifhing the 
church with az explicit divine pre- 
ci€tion of the rife and fall of the 
four great monarchies which were 
to precede the coming of Chrift, 
aad the appearance and kingdom 
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of the Son of God ; and that thie 
divine kingdom fhould, ultimate- 
ly, affe& the total abolition of the 
kingdom of darknefs, and of all 
oppofing power, and fhould Jat 
forever. This drew from the 
monarch of Babylon a confeflion 
to Daniel, that_his God was a 
God of Gods, “a ruler of kings, 
and a revealer of fecrets. ‘And 
oocafioned that Daniel and his 
three friends fhould be placed in 
a confpicuous fituation, by which 
the nature of their religion, and 
their worfhip of the one living 
and true God might be more a- 
bundantly known. 

‘The third chapter informs us 
of the perfecution of Shadrach, 
Mefhach and Abed-nego, Daniel’s 
three friends, becaufe they main- 
tained the worfbip of the true 
God only, and refufed to worfhip 
theidol which theking had fet up. 

We have alfo in this chapter 
an account of their miraculous 
prefervation in the fiery furnace, 
and of their deliverance by the 
mighty power of the God of If- 
rael, and alfo of the convictions 
of the infinite {uperiority of the 
God of Ifrael, above all other 
Gods, hereby renewedly wrought 
in the mind of the king ; and of 
his correfponding decree. 

The fourth chapter relates the 
wonderful event of the degrada- 
tion of the mighty monarch of 
Babylon, into the fimilitude of an 
ox who cateth grafs, for the {pace 
of feven years, as a divine admeo- 
nition for the pride of his heart, 
of which he had a premonition by 
a dream, expounded by Daniel. 

His refloration to reafon and to 
the honors of his kingdom, was 
followed with an explicit confef- 
fion of his belief in the true God, 
and fubmiffion to him, in the fol- 
lowing language : 

“ Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
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ptaife and extol and honor the in his prefervation, his exaltation, 
king of heaven, all whofe works and being rendered the inftrument 
are truth and his ways judgment, of much good tothe church of 
and thofe who walk in pride he | God. 
is able to abafe.”” In this chapter is the account 
The fifth chapter relates the | of the combination of the great 
impious feaft of Belfhazzar, in | men about the king for his de. 
whom the Babylonifh monarchy | ftruftion, and the cruel and idola. 
ceafed, and from whom it was | trous decree which they furrepti- 
transferred to the Medes and Per- | tioufly obtained againft him, for 
fians. his faith and courageous adher- 
In the midi of his impious re-| ence to the worfhip of the true 
velry, while he was drinking wine God only. 
in the confecrated vefiels, taken! Here alfo isthe account of the 
from the temple of God, in Jeru- | divine appearance for his prefer- 
falem, and while he blafphemed | vation in the den of Lions, and 
his holy name, and praifed the | of the interpofition of God for his 
idols of Babylon, the miraculous | miraculous deliverance. This 
hand-writing on the wall, inter- | chapter alfo relates the conviction 
preted by Deniel, reproved his | wrought in the mind of the kiag 
madnefs and impiety, and predi@- | by this wonderful event in favor of 
ed the fall of his empire and its | the God of Daniel, and his cor- 
transferrence to the Medes and | refponding proclamation through 
Perfians. All which was accom- | his vaft empire. 
plifhed in a wonderful manner,| ‘ Ther king Darius wrote un- 
and the king flain, on that very | to all people, nations and langua. 
night, exactly according to divine | ges that dwell in all the earth, 
prophecy, uttered ages before, by | peace be multiplied unto you. 














‘the prophet Ifaiah.* This pre-| “ Imakea decree that in every 


pared the way for the accomplifh- | dominion of my kingdom, men 
ment of the divine, gracious pre- | tremble and fear before the God 
ditions of Ifrael’s redemption | of Daniel. For he is the living 
from the Babylonifh captivity, by | God and ftedfaft forever, and his 
Cyrus ; which event, with various | kingdom that which fhall not be 
attending circumftances, was fore- | deftroyed, and his dominion fhall 
told by the prophet Ifaiah, toge- | be unto the end.” 

ther with the fall of that monar-| He delivereth and refcueth, 


‘chy, and fucceffion of Cyrus to | and he worketh figns and wonders 





the dominion. in Reaven and in earth. Who 
The very exa@t fulfilment of | hath delivered Daniel from the 

this gracious prediGion may be | power of the Lions.” 

learned from the proclamation of | In the contemplation of thefe 

Cyrus for the return of the Jews, | wonderful works of Ged for his 

and their aCtualretura,at theendof | church, we are flrongly impelled 

their twenty years captivity, re- | to refle&t, how much more exten- 


corded in the book of Ezra. tively, the knowledge of the true 


' The fixth chapter contains an | God was diffufed through the 
account of the wonderful provi- | Babylonihh and Perfian empires, in 
dence of God in favor of Daniel, | confequence if the captivity of his 





® See Maiah, 44th chapter. | been the cafe, if they had remain- 





| people, than would probably have. 
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ed in their own country in a ftate 
of profperity. 

So true it is that “* He caufeth 
the wrath of man to praife him, 
and the remainder of wrath he 

cioufly reftrains.’’ 

In the feventh chapter, the vif- 
ion of the four beafts, which ap- 
peared to Daniel, is expounded 
to denote the four fucceflive mon- 
archies, viz. The Babylonith, the 
Medo Perfian, that of Alexander 
the great, or the kingdom of the 
Greeks, and that of the Romans. 
The laft of which was to be by 


far the moft terrible tothe church | 


of God, and which was to be de- 
ftroyed by the rife of a fifth and a 
divine kingdom, the kingdom of 
Chrift, which is reprefented by a 
ftone cut out of the mountain 
without hands, not of human, 
but divine origin, Small, indeed, 
in its beginning, but which fhould 
increafe and grow till it fhould fill 
the whole earth, and laft forever. 
This vifion refpe€ts the fame 
feries of events, with the dream of 
Nebuchadnezzar, recorded in the 
fecond chapter, and already ex- 
lained. 
our fucceflive monarchies are rep- 
refented by an image of great 
fplendor, compofed of gold and 
other precious metals. Flere, by 
four terrible favage beafts, and 
the laft of them by far the moft 
terrible. On ‘this we remark, 
after Bifhop Newton, that the 
earthly fplendor and glory of 
great conquerors, fo beautiful and 
captivating in the eyes of kings 
and the great men of the carth, 
prefents an afpét, to the lait de- 
gree forbidding and terrible to the 
church of God, like that of the 
moft favage and voracious mon- 
fter, to the timid and defencelefs. 
The eighth chapter reveals the 
outlines of that feries of events 
which was to take place in the 
Vou. IV. No. 2. 
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throw by the rife of the Grecian 
power under Alexander the great, 
in the vifion of the ram with two 
horns, and the he-goat with one. 
This vifion and prophecy alfo 
reprefent the divifion of the em- 
pire of Alexander, (after his 
death and the fpeedy extin¢tion of 
his family, ) between his four prin- 
cipal commanders, and the cruel 
defpotifm of one of their fuccef. 
fors, in the family of the Seleu- 
cidz, and kingdom of Syria, or 
of the North. This cruel oppref- 
fion was an eminent type of the 
antichnft of the new teftament, 
to whom feveral things in the vif- 
ion are fuppofed ultimately to re- 
fer ; efpecially the profanation of 





In that dream thofe | 


the temple, or church of God, for 
the long period of two thoufand 


| and three hundred prophetic days, 
| or years, it being about that dif- 
| tance of time from the reign of 
| this cruel oppreflion of the Jews, 


to the year two thoufand of the 


| Chriftian era ; when it is the blef- 
| fed hope of Chriftians, that the 


| divine Saviour will take the king- 
dom, fubdue his enemies, and 
reign forever and ever. 

The ninth chapter conta‘ns an 
account that Daniel, haviug un- 
derftood, by books, the a¢come 


plifhment of divine prophecy, in 


the captivity of Ifrael, earneftly 
fought to God for mercy for his 
people, and that God gracioufiy 
heard him, and fent his angel, not 
only to comfort him with affur- 
ance of mercy to Ifrael, but to 
reveal to him in abundant grace, 
the approach of the Meffiah’s ap- 
pearance in our nature, and that 
he fhould die for the falvation of 
his people. He even fixed the 
exact time of his coming to feveny 
ty (prophetic) weeks, or four 
hundred and ninety days. This 
was a much more particular and 





Medo Perfian empire, and its overs. 
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exa&t prediGtion of the time and 
manner of the church’s redemp- 
tion, than any before givens and 
moft gracioufly adapted to fup- 
port and comfort the prophet and 
the people of God under all their 
forrows. 

The following chapters to the 
end of the book, contain divine 
reprefentations of the conflifts and 
oppreffions of the kings of the 
fouth and north, or Egypt and 
Syria, who, in their times, fhould 
cruelly opprefs the Jews ; and 
thefe predi€tions look forward to 
the ftill more dreadful oppreffions 
of the new teftament antichrift, 
till, in the final iffue, Michael, 
who appears to be the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, fhall ftand up for God’s 
people, and after they have expe- 
rienced great diftrefs and a fevere 
coufli&, he will effeé&t for them 
a complete and glorious deliver. 
ance. 

But the particulars of that great 
and interefting event, are involved 
in ob{curity. And Danicl, though 
very defirous to know them, is 
commanded to fubmit and remain 
inignorance. But is favored with 
a very gracious promife, that he 
fhall reft and ftand in his lot in 
the end of his days. 

The important events fumma- 
rily hinted in this vifion, are the 
fubje&s of revelation to the apof- 
tle John ; and it is no improbable 
conjecture, that the divine meffen- 
yer, fent from God to infru& 
him in the meaning of what he 
faw and heard, was this highly 
favored prophet,* who, agreeably 
to the gracious promife which he 
had received from heaven, was 
admitted to * ftand in his lot in 
the end of the days.” 





* Revelation xxii. 9 —*I am th 


fellow fervant, and of thy brethren the 
prophets,” 
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CONCLUSION. 


The inveftigation of this book 
of the prophet, though brief, is 
abundantly fufficient to provethat, 
as far as the ftate of the redeemed 
church is brought into view, in 
the hiftory and prophecies here 
contained, it is conformed to its 
divine head in fuffering, and will 
be in glory, agreeably to what was 
obferved in the introduétion. 

This is illuftrated in the hiftory 
of Daniel and his three friends. 
They were brought into great af. 
fiction, and they were wonder. 
fully delivered and exalted. It 
likewife appears, from the vifions 
and prophecies contained in the 
book, refpecting the then future 
condition of the church, And 
the reader who is acquainted with 
ecclefiaftical hiftory, will refle& 
with what exactnefs many of thefe 
prophecies have already been ful. 
filled ; and fo will be ftill more 
confirmed in his faith of the pre. 
di&ted events which remain to bé 
accomplifhed. 

The prefent advance of infidel- 
ity and licentioufnefs, refultin 
from the fpread of the atheiftical 
philofophy of the day, and its at. 
tendant principles of impiety, is, 
indeed, undoubtedly defigned, by 
the grand enemy of God and 
man, and by its friends and prop- 
agators on earth, to proftrate the 
principles and morals of Chrift. 
ianity. And there is reafon to 
expect that thefe combined efforts 

will, for a feafon, be attended 
with fuccefs ; for * Satan is come 
down with great wrath, knowing 
that his time is fhort.”” | 

According to the beft calcula- 
tions we can form from feripture 
prophecy, on the duration and: 
end of the reign of evil, and of 
the viftory of righteoufnefs and 











truth, we are to expe that the 
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happy millennium will appear in 
its glory, at or before the year 
two thoufand of the Chriftian era. 
By that period, it may be expeét- 
ed that ‘* Zion will rife and fhine, 
her light being come, and the glo- 
ry of the Lord rifen upon her.” 

When we refle& that by far 
the greater part of mankind are 
now totally ignorant of the Chrif- 
tian religion, and that immenfe 
multitudes of thofe who may have 
fome {mall traditional light of di- 
vine truth, are ftill under the 
power of Mahometan delutfion, 
and of various other forms of falfe 
and abfurd fuperftition, and of 
extreme ignorance and prejudice ; 
and moreover that in the moft 
enlightened parts of Chriftendom, 
few, even very few, comparative- 
ly, receive the truth in the love 
of it; we infer that a general 
prevalence of genuine Chriftianity, 
through the whole family of man, 
will imply, by far, the greateft 
revolution which the world ever 
faw. Immenfely greater than any 
or all of the fucceffive revolutions 
of empire in the rife and fall of 
the four great monarchies, treated 
of in the prophecies of Daniel. 
Which, however, kept the inhab- 
itants of the world in extreme agi- 
tation through many ages, even 
during their fucceflion, and until 
the appearance of the promifed 
Redeemer. 

Viewing the magnitude and im- 
portance of this revolution, andthe 
length of time which it is reafona- 
ble to expect will be occupied in 
preparation for it and in its ac- 
complifhment, we cannot but infer 
that the beginning of that hard 
and fevere conflict between the 
kingdom of light and the kingdom 
of darknefs, which is the fubje& 
of ancient prophecy, and which 
will immediately precede the hap- 
Py millennium, is already com- 
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menced, or mult be at the very 
door. In the defcription of the. 
events under the fixth vial, we 
find ‘the fpirits of devils going 
forth unto the kings of the earth, 
and of the whole world, to gather 
them to the battle of the great 
day of God Almighty.”’* This 
divine paflage, we have ground to 
fuppofe, deferibes the events which 
mark the beginning of the nine- 
teenth century. 

Some have fuppofed that, in 
the time of the fad ftate of focie- 
ty reprefented by the fixth and 
feventh vials, there would be few 
or no Chriftians to be found. But 
this is undoubtedly a mifappre- 
henfion : were this to be the cafe, 
there would be no fuch battle as 
is reprefented, between Satan and 
his followers on one fide, and 
Chrift and his angels on the other. 
And indeed {cripture prophecy 
leads us to hope for greater and 
more frequent revivals of religion 
than have been ufual in patt ages. 

It may be added, that the 
eyents of that time are favorable 
to the hypothefis of an increafe of 
the church of Chrift both in num- 
bers and graces. Among others, 
we mention the following, viz. 

1. The miffionary {pirit, re. 
markably poured outin the clofeof 
the laft century and the beginning 
of the prefent. 

The-exertions for the fpread 
of the gofpel, in a few paft years, 
at home and abroad, by miflionary 
focieties in Europe and America, 
have been very confiderable. No- 
thing to be compared with them 
has been done for ages. This 
can be accounted for only from 
the gracious influences of the di- 
vine fpirit on the hearts of good 
men, ftimulating them to fuch ex- 
ertions. This {pirit continues to 

























* Rev, xvi, 14. 
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operate powerfully, at prefent, aud 
there is juft foundation of hope, 
that it will continue its exertions, 
and be attended with encouraging 
fuccefs, and be the mean of fpread- 
ing the gofpel among the nations 
and tribes of men fcattered over 
the earth, in theirnative language: 
and of introducing a ftate of fo- 
ciety improved and adapted to 
the propagation of the gofpel, by 
means of a written language, and 
other attainments, favorable to 
the fpread of Chriftianity and the 
knowledge of the great falvation 
by Jefus Chrift, in a way which 
it pleafed God to blefs in the 
apoftolic and primitive ages of the 
church ; which was by the preach- 
ing of the gofpel in the vulgar 
tongue of the nations where it 
was carried, and by the tranflation 
of the holy f{criptures and fpread- 
ing copies among them. 

We know, indeed, that God 
is able to convert the heathen, 
without the intervention of fuch 
means, or even of any, for 
with him is the refidue of the 
{pirit, and ‘‘ nothing is too hard 
for the Lord.” 

It is alfo admitted, that their 


converfion muft be a fuperaatural ‘ 


work of divine grace, whatever 
means are employed. But God 
has fhewed us that it is his good 
pleafure to efie& his defigns of 
mercy in the falvation of*finners, 
by fuitable means ; .and that * by 
the foolifhnefs of preaching he is 
pleafed to fave thofe who believe.” 

Let us rejoice and praife God, 
that we have lived in the day of 
God’s power, when this good 
work is begun; and have been 
bleffed with an opportunity to do 
fomething, however {mall, to pro- 
mote and advance it.—.We have 
juft ground to hope that through 
the bleffing and grace of God this 
work will abide, and be the fcrip- 
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tural leaven, which will not ceafe 
to {pread and diffufe, till the whole 
lump is leavened, and all nations 
enlightened with the knowledge 
of falvation through Jefus Chrift. 

2. Revivals of experimental re. 
ligion, in Europe and America, 
have been frequent for feveral 
years paft, and happy numbers 
appear to be ‘¢ delivered from the 
dominion of fin and Satan, and 
tranflated into the kingdom of 
God’s dear Son.” “ This is the 
Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes,’’ and imports impor- 
tant benefit to the church of 
Chrift, efpecially as fome of our 
feminaries of learning have been 
vifited with this gracious effufion 
of the Holy Spirit, and many of 
the youth are hereby prepared, 
in the moft important refpe&, for 
the Chriitian miniftry ; and many 
young men who have been the 
fubjects of this grace, in different 
parts of the country, are induced 
to fuch an academic education, 
that they may be furnifhed for 
the work of the miniftry, to labor 
either as fettled paftors, or as 
evangelifts and miffidnaries 

We mention, 1n this connetion, 
the feafons cf focial prayer for 
the profperity of Zion, obferved 
flatedly by many of our churches 
for feveral years paft, as an addi- 
tional encouragement, for good, 
and an evidence of the gracious 
prefenee of God, and the influ. 
ence of the Holy Spirit : and we 
doubt not but that many indi- 
viduals and {mall circles, not fub- 
jets of public obfervation, are 
waiting on God in faith and pray- 
er, “ till he return and make Je- 
rufalem a praife in the earth.” 

Thus, while Satan and his fol- 
lowers are exerting their utmoft 
power for the deftruétion of the 
Chriftian religion, and of all moral — 
and {piritual good among men, 





1303.) 


the King in Zion is preparing the 
way for the triumph of truth and 
grace, in a moft complete victory 
over the powers of darknefs, 

Let thofe who fear God, there- 
fore, take courage, and the chil- 
dren of Zion be glad ia their 
King. 

The difciples of our Lord 
‘“‘ feared as they entered into the 
cloud,” though that cloud was 
the evidence and token of the di- 
vine miflion and meffiahfhip of 
Jefus, and of the gracious pref- 
enceof God. Even fo good men 
tremble at the figns of the times, 
at prefent. But Jehovah the Re- 
deemer, rides upon the ftorm, and 
is on his way for the falvation of 
his church. Therefore, let thofe 
who fear God be comforted, and 
remember that they ought always 
to pray and not to faint. 


P 
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It is not a regular connected hif- 
tory. The principal part of it is 
a dialogue or difpute between Job 
and his friends. In this view let 
us examine the fubje&t and procefs 
of the book. God formed Job 
to be adiftinguifhed obje& of his 
favor, and an inftruGtive example 
of patience to all the fucceeding 
generations of his people. Hav. 
ing raifed him to eminence in 
piety, he affirms to Satan, that in 
holinefs there was not his equal 
in all the earth. To this Satan 
replies, that the religion of Job 
was felfifh, only a grateful return 
for the f{pecial prateGtion which 
God had extended to him, and 
the bounties of his providence, 
which he had fo richly multiplied 
upon him, Job loving God only 
becaufe God had loved him; but 
that if God fhould adopt a differ- 
ent mode of treating him, impov- 
erifh and diftrefs him, he would 
prove himfelf to be a fplendid 
hypocrite. ‘To manifeft the falfi- 
ty of this malicious infinuation, 


LTHOUGH the book of and demonftrate the fincerity of 
Job be peculiarly calculat- | Job, he is delivered for a feafon to 


ed to communicate religious in- 
firuction, exhibiting an eminent 
example of patience, and the ten- 
der care and pity of the Moft 
High to his fuffering fervants, 
and convincingly fuggefts, that 
God efieéts moft important pur- 
pofes by providences, to ‘us very 
myftericus and incomprehenfible, 
and fcenes of adverfity and trial 
molt painful and diftrefling to his 
people ; yct is it not true, that 
to many it is very obfcure and 
unintelligible? But from what 
fource does this obfcurity arife ? 
Is it becaufe the fubjeéts difcuffed 
are involved in fuch great obfcu- 
rity ? or from the fublimity of the 
compofition ?—Rather is it not 
becaufe the genius cr plan of it is 
not perceived and underflood ? 








the power of this falfe accufer of 
the brethren. He now perfecutes 
Job with fuch a feries of evils that 
it makes the ears of thofe who 
hear it to tingle. Job fuftained 


the fhock of thefe unexpected and 


accumulated evils with aftonifhing 
fortitudeand patience, which fup- 
ported the high encomiums which 
God had paffed upon him, and 


confounded Satan, his grand ac- ‘ 


cufer. The narrative of thefe 
events recorded in the firft and 
fecond chapters, is very fimple, 
and thus far the book is intelligi- 
ble to every attentive reader. In- 
formation of Job’s calamities hav. 
ing been conveyed to bis particu. 
lar friends, they agreed to vilit 
and comfort him over all the evil 
that the Lord had brought upon 
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him. But when they drew near 
and faw the pitiable reverfe of 
his condition, and this affeting 
fpeCtacle of human mifery, they 
were ftruck dumb with aftonifh- 
ment, and continued with him 
feven days, filent, penfive and fad. 
—Denied the confolation which 
he expeéted from the fympathy 
of his friends, the fpirit of the 

ood man could no longer fuftain 
Fis infirmity ; he opened his 
mouth and curfed his day. This 
awaked his friends and ended 
their filence. Not comprehend- 
ing the ways of God with men, 
they concluded from the divine 
difpenfations, and his unadvifed 
expreffions, that his religion was 
{uperficial, and addreffed him as a 
fpecious hypocrite. Here a dif- 
ute commences and here the ob- 
feurity of the hook begins. This 
difpute is fupported by Job on 
one fide, and by his friends on the 
other. Of this debate the real 


charafter of Job is the particular 
fubjeG, his friends affirming that 
his piety was effentially defective, 
and he afferting his fincerity with 


full affurance. This difpute be- 
gins with the fourth and concludes 
with the thirty-firft chapter. The 
cifpute or dialogue is condu€ted 
with decorum, each of the fpeak- 
ers appearing in his own place, 
and performing his part with fpir- 
it until the fubject is exhautted. 
Tn this view let us begin and pro- 
ceed with them to the end.—The 
. difpute or conference is opened b 

Eliphaz, by an addrefs directed 
immediately to Job, Chap. fourth. 
Tf we effay to commune with thee 
wilt theu be grieved, but who can 
forbear {peaking ? Behold thou haft 
inflruded and comforted many— 
but now it (affliction) is come upon 
thee and thou faintel—Is not this 
thy fear, thy confidence and the up- 
rightne/s of thy ways? and now 
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your religion has vanifhed anj 
your wickednefs is made manifef, 
attefted by the judgments of God, 
For remember I pray thee, who ever 
perifbed being innocent? or wher 
were the righteous cut off ? &,, 
To this addrefs, Job, abforbed in 
grief, replies, chap. vi. vii. In 
anfwer to the obfervations of Job, 
Bildad fpeaks, chap. viii. Job 
replies to him, chap. ix. x. Zo 
phar anfwers Job, chap. xi. Job 
replies to Zophar, chap. xii. xiii, 
xiv. This reply of Job brings 
Eliphaz again on the ftage, chap. 
xv. Job anfwers him, chap. xvi. 
. xvii. Bildad agdin {peaks in re- 
ply to the obfervations of Job, 
chap. xviii. To him Job anfwers, 
chap. xix. Then Zophar agaia 
fpeaks in reply to Job, chap. xx. 
Then Job, chap. xxi. Then Eli, 
phaz, chap. xxii. Then Job, 
chap. xxiii. xxiv. To him Bildad 
replies, chap. xxv. Job makes 
anfwer to him, chap, xxvi. and 
growing ardent in the debate, 
continues his difcourfe, chap. 
XXVii—xxxi. afferting his inno- 
cence with that ftroag aflurance 
which filenced his friends, and a 
folemn paufe enfued.—Elihu, who 
had been an attentive hearer of 
the whole difcourfe, warmed with 
holy refegtment againft Job for 
affertions which appeared to him 
rafh and arrogant, and againft his 
friends, becaufe they found no an- 
{wer and yet had condemned Job, 
after apologizing for interfering 
in the difpute with an amiable 
modefty, he addreffes and reafons 
with Job, from the greatnefs and 
majefty of God and the inferiority 
and worthlefinefs of man, with an 
energy which brought him to fo- 
ber refle€tion, chap, xxxli—iii.— 
In the mean time the heavens are 
clothed with blacknefs, lightnings 
flafh, thunders oar, and from the 


midit of the whirlwind God him; 
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{fpeaks, and reafons with Job. 
By this divine addrefs Job is con- 
inced, humbled and brought to 
pent in duft and afhes.—Now 
he fcene begins to change. Re- 
overed to a proper temper, God 
now expreffes his approbation of 
ob, and his difpleafure with his 
riends; direéts them to apply to 
Job to intercede for them, and 
promifes to accept him.—While 
Job is executing the honorable 
office of an interceffor for his 
riends, the Lord turns his cap- 
ivity.——Now the fcene is com- 
pletely reverfed, and Job comes 
rom this furnace like gold puri- 


prs and comforts are doubled, and 
e enjoys them for the extended 
erm of an hundred and forty 
years, when he gives up the gho 
na good old age, full of days, 
riches and honor. 

Such is the admirable ftru&ture 
of this wonderful book. It be- 
rins with a relation of events 
which affe& all the tender and 
fympathetic feelings of our hearts; 
as it proceeds it interefts and en- 
gages us by the Bravity and im- 
portance of its fubjets, till we 
are anxious for the iffue, and 
then by an unexpected change 
diffipates the gloom which it 
fpread over our minds, and con- 
cludes with ufhering in a fcene 
which fills us with joy and rapture. 
As hath been obferved, it is a fol- 
emn climax, which begins very 
tenderly and feelingly, as it pro- 
ceeds becomes more grave and 
folemn, till it affumes an inexpref- 
fible majefty and grandeur, and 
then by a fudden reverfe and con- 
traft banifhes our anxiety and 
grief, and fills us with pleafure 
and delight.—If this be the orig- 
inal plan of thebook orpoem; if we 
perufe it according to its native 


ied and refined ; his former hon- | 
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fubjeéts, the unfearchable ways of 
God in his works, and the fublim- 
ity of the ftyle, obferving alfo 
that the fpeakers fometimes di- 
grefs, that by amplifying, they 
may exhibit the fubject to greater 
advantage, why is not the book 
of Job as intelligible and inftru&- 
ive as any other part of the in- 
{fpired writings? How emphat- 
ically does it imprefs on our minds 
the obfervation of the apoftle al- 
ready referred to; Ye have heard 
of the patience of Fob, and have 
Jeen the end of the Lord, that the 
Lord is very pitiful and of iender 
«Mercy. 


QUESTION. 


Is the firfl refurrefion mentioned 
Rev. xx. 5, 6. to be taken ina 
literal or figurative fenfe ? 


OR the following reafons I 
am induced to beliéve, that 
the refurreGtion in queftion is to 
be underftood in a figurative fenfe. 
1. This fenfe beft comports 
with the general ftrain of the 
book of the Revelation, and with 
this chapter in particular, This 
book is a continued allegory from 
beginning to end, with very few 
exceptions. There is no book in 
all the bible fo replete with figu- 
rative reprefentations as this. A 
train of emblems isa proper char- 
acteriftic of it: fo that the gene. 
ral rule, that a literal interpreta- 
tion of any paffage of {cripture is 
preferable to a figurative one, is 
not applicable here ; for it would 
be a departure from the ufual 
tenor of thefe writings. So that 
on the firft enquiry into the fenfe 
of any particular paflage in this 
book, the prefumption is, that it 
is to be underftood in a figurative 
fenfe ; and this-fenfe ought to be 
admitted, unlefs there are fpecial 





form, confidering the depth of its 


reafons to the contrary. The 
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Revelation is divided into a vari- 
ety of diftin€ periods, in each of 
which a number of interefting 
events are defcribed. This 20th 
chapter contains one of thofe pe- 
riods. The events in the prece- 
ding periods are exhibited by 
ftriking images ; fuch as a book 
with feven feals, the founding of 
feven trumpets, the pouring out 
of feven vials. Included within 
thefe general divifions are a great 
variety of particulars, all repre- 
fented by apt figures; the whole 
of which together conftitute a 
prediciion of future events, reach- 
ing to the day of judgment. 
This very chapter, which {peaks 
of the firft refurreGtion abounds 
with thefe figures. Thus the an- 
gel coming down from heaven, 
having the key of the bottomlefs 
pit and a chain in his hand, and 
his laying hold of the dragon, 
and binding him, and fetting a 
feal upon him, are to be under- 
ftood not literally but figuratively. 

From this view of the matter, 
unlefs there be fome extenfive rea- 


fon for interpreting the firft refur- | 


reCtion in a literal fenfe, the figu- 
rative fenfe is the moft natural, as 
#¢ beft comports with the general 
ftrain of thefe writiugs. But 

2. There is nothing in any 
other part of the fcriptures, which 
{peaks of a firft refurreGion, be- 
fore the general one, in a literal 
fenfe. The one in queftion, if 
that is to be fo taken, 1s a folitary 
inftance. It ftands alone in the 
bible, to teach a doftrine which 
is taught no where elfe. This is 
fufficient to make us doubt wheth- 
er the literal fenfe be the true 
meaning, efpecially if it will eafily 
bear a differentone. Any impor- 
tant doctrine is commonly fupport- 
ed by more than a fingle text. 
True, it iselfewhere faid, that “the 


dead m Cirift fhall rife firft.”? But 





fAvc: 


this priority of refurreGtion cannot 
admit of afpaceof athoufandyears, 
between that andthe following ref. 
urrection : but the evident mean. 
ing is, that at the general refur- 
reCtion, the former faints who 
had died before that period, thall 
rife from their graves, and then 
thofe who fhall be living on the 
earth, fhall join with them in af. 
cending to-meet the Lord in the 
air. his therefore cannot be 
parallel to the one in queftion, nor 
afford any additional proof, that 
the latter is to be underftood lite- 
rally—which may appear more 
evident, , 

3. From a confideration, that 
in other places in the fcriptures, 
the term refurreétion is fometimes 
to be taken in a figurative or 
{piritual fenfe. Eph. ii. 5, 6. 
“* Even when we were dead in 
trefpa{fes and fins, hath quickened 
| us together with Chrift, and hath 
raifed us up together, and hath 
made us fit together in heavenly 
places in Chritt Jefus.”” Similar 
,; to which is Col. ii. 1. “ Moye 
then be rifen with Chrift, feck 
thofe things which are above,” 
&c. . 
A fpiritual and myftical refur- 
reCtion is defigned to be reprefent- 
ed, by the vifion which Ezekiel 
had of the valley of dry bones, 
| raifed and brought to life, chap. 
| xxxvil. Agreeably to the analo- 
gy of {cripture therefore, the rea 
furrection in Rev. xx. may be 
conftrued in a figurative fenfe. 
A univerfal revival of religion, 
confequent upon an antecedent 
fpiritual death, may be compared 
to the refurreétion of the ancient 
martyrs, and celebrated faints. 
And 

4. Correfponding with the idea 
of a firft refarreGtion, * this living 
of the reft of the dead’’, will 











aptly harmonize. The firft refur- 
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rection beiag mentioned, a fecond 
is implied. Who are “ the reft 
of the dead”, who lived not till 
the thoufand years were finifhed”’? 
The fubjects of thefe are manifeft- 
ly put in contraft with thofe of 
the firft refurrection ; and there 
are a thoufand years diltance be- 
tween thefe feveral refurreétions. 
It is urged, I think, by the advo- 
cates of the literal firft refurrec- 
tion, that if the faid refurreétion 
be figurative, the fecond muft be 
fo alfo. This I am ready to al- 
low, and fuppofe, that by ‘ the 
reft of the dead, who lived not 
till the thoufand years were fin- 
ifhed’’, means, that at the clofe of 
the term, the perfecuting enemies 
of the church, of whom we have 
an account, that they were flain; 
at the end of the preceding chap- 
ter, fhall revive or come to life 
again; i.e. their f{pirit fhall re- 
vive in their fucceffors, as the 
fouls of the martyrs revived in 
their fucceffors: fo that both 
the firft and fecond refurrections 
are figurative, and perfectly cor- 
refpond one with the other. 
That by * the reft of the dead” 
are meant, thofe nations in the 
four quarters of the earth, Gog 
and Magog, whom Satan is per- 
mitted to deceive, is very proba- 
ble. Thefe fhall, as it were, rife 
again after they had been once 
flain, and aét their old part over 
again. It is not to be fuppofed 
that there will be nations in the 
world at this time under the lite- 
ral name of Gog and Magog, but 
fuch as refemble them in their 
{pirit and conduct. The reft of 
the dead reviving at the end of 
the thoufand years, is,fo be taken 
in a figurative fenfe ; which adds 
weight to the argument, that the 
firft refurretion is alfo to be taken 
in a figurative fenfe. There are 
three refurreGtions taken notice 
Vou. IV. No. 2. 
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of in this chapter, Fir, Thofe 
who had been beheaded for the wit 
nefs of Fefus, who rife at the be- 
ginning of the millennium. Sec 
ondly, Thofe of the ref? of the dead, 
who fhall rife at the clofe of the 
millennium. Thirdly, Thofe who 
Joall rife at the end of the world. 

The two firft of thefe are figu- 
rative ; the laft is.the general ref- 
urrection, when Chrift fhall come 
to judgment. That the two firft 
are figurative, is apparent from 
the reafons already given, and 
which may flill be given. The 
laft is literal becaufe the {criptures 
abundantly fpeak of fuch a refur- 
reétion at the end of the world, 
exaftly anfwering to the account 
here given. 

5 According to feripture there 
is not to be a proper literal refur- 
rection till the day of judgment. 
See 1 Cor. xv. 23, 24. compared 
with verfes 51, 52. * But every 
man in his own order; Chritt the 
firft fruits, afterwards they that 
are Chrilt’s at hiscoming. Then 
cometh the end, when he fhall 
have delivered up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father, when he 
fhall have put down ail rule and 
all authority and power—Behold 
I thew you a myftery, we {hall 
not all fleep, but we fhall all be 





changed, in a moment, in the 
| twinkling of an eye, at the laft 
| trump, (for the trumpet {halk 
| found) and the dead fhiall be raif- 

ed, incorruptible, and we fhall be 

changed.” If we look through 

this chapter it will appear, that 
| the apoftle has his eye principally 
| to the refurrection of the faints, 
‘and it will not take place till 
| Chrift fhall deliver up the king 
dom te the Father; and fhall put 
down all rule, &c. which is incon- 
fiftent with his reigning with them 
athoufand yearsonearth. From 
thefe words 1 it appears, that 
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the refurre€tion fhall be when the 
trump fhall found at the end of. 
the world. That is the time 
when, according to the apoitle, 
the faints are to be raifed, and not 
a thoufand years before. 










ginning of the millennium, they 
would not have to be raifed at the 
final judgment ; for they would 
be already raifed, and would have 
nothing to do but to afcend and 
meet the Lord in the air, as all 
thofe who fhall be then living on 
the earth fhall do. And very dif- 
ferent is the idea of a refurrection, 
which fhall take place at the end 
of the world, in a moment, and 
in the twinkling of an eye, from 
one which had taken place a thou- 
® fand years before. Parallel to 
the forecited text in Corinth. is 
t Theff. iv. 16, 17. “ For the 
Lord himfelf fhall defcend from 
- heaven, with a fhout, with the 

voice of the archangel, and with 

the trump of God, and the dead 

in Chrift fhall rife firft, then we 

which are alive fhall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds, 
.to meet the Lord in the air.” 

Here again the refurre€tion fyn- 























































































world, when the Lord fhall de- 


fcend from heaven, with a fhout, 
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If the | 
faints were to be raifed at the be- | 


‘ a | 
chronizes with the end of the | 











with the Voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God. Be- 
fore this all the faints who had | 
lived on the earth were faid to be | 
afleep, i.e. in the flate of the | 
dead, and were then to be raifed 
eut of this fleep, that they might 
join thofe who were living on the 
earth; that they might all in one 
company be caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air. This feems 
not to be compatible with the fup- 
pofition that they were already 
raifed, and had been fo for a thoue 
fand years. Tobe afleep, and at 
















































































the fame time to live and reign 
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with Chrift, is a palpable iacons 
fiftence. 

6. If we are capable of judg. 
ing any thing concerning the 
confequences of this matter, it 
appears, that a {piritual and figue 
rative refurre€tion is more defira- 
ble, and will be more for the come 
mon benefit of the church, than 
a proper refurreGtion of ancient 
faints, to live again for a term in 
this world. As for the departed 
faints, they are already unfpeaka- 
bly happy in heaven. There is 
no reafon to think they would be 
happier, were they to be brought 
again into this world, and have 
another term of limited exiftence 
here; efpecially if they are to be 
aflailed, towards the clofe of this 
period, by numerous enemies. 
This refurre@tion therefore would 
be of no fpecial benefit to them. 
But if there might be a fpiritual 
refurrection, and thoufands and 
millions of new converts added to 
the church, and if religion fhould 
be univerfally prevalent over the 
whole earth, agreeable to many 
ancient prophecies, in this way 
the Redeemer would fee and reap 
the good fruits of his travail and 
fufferings. Antecedently to this 
millennial ftate, Satan is unbound, 
and feems to have made a prey 
of the moft of mankind, whilft 


| Chrift’s flock was but a little flock. 


If it is always to be fo, as long as 
mankind are to be propagated on 
earth, who in the iffue will get the 
advantage, Chrift or Belial? who 
will have the greateft number in 
their refpective kingdoms? Will 
not Satan triumph after all ? 
Will not thefe evil confequences 
enfue-on fuppofition the millen- 
nial refurreCtion is to be under- 
ftood in a literal fenfe? But 
which will be avoided if it be ta- 
ken in a figurative fenfe. 

Finally, we conceive we have 
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no more reafon to expe& a literal 
refurrection of the faints at the 
commencement of the millennium, 
than the Jews had to expec the 
real coming of Elijah in his ewn 
perfon, “soe the appearance of 
the Mefliah. The coming of 
John the Baptift, in the power 
and fpirit of Elias, anfwers the 
prediction concerning that event : 
but not more fo than a figurative 
vefurre&tion anfwers to the ac- 
count of the martyrs living and 
reigning with Chrift in the mil- 


lennium. 
HEMERA. 


A Letter from Shaphan to bis Sifler. 
Belfaft, April 30, 1802. 


Dear Sister,’ 
HEN I heard of the 
death of your pious and 
faithful paftor, I heartily fympa- 
thifed with your good people in 
They fuftained 





their affliction. 
a great if not an irreparable lofs. 
A plain and faithful preacher of 
the gofpel is a bleffing highly to be 
prized. I felt an anxious concern 
for you, as afociety, left you fhould 
be as fheep without a fhepherd, di- 
vided, feattered and loft. But I 
was happy in lately receiving intele 
gence that you had refettled the 
gofpel miniftry among you, and 
are now in the full and peaceable 
enjoymentof Chriftian ordinances. 
I have, however, been fince ac- 
quainted with a particular circum- 
itance, which has excited many 
painful fenfations, and, in 

view, obfcured the profpe& of 
your profiting under the miniftra- 
tions of your prefent teacher. I 
learn that you and feveral other 
young ladies and gentlemen to- 
gether with your minifter fpent 
the evening following the day of 
Ordination in adance. I expe& 
tomeet your difapprebation in 
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my remarks on this fubje& ; but 
in my apprehenfion it is a thing 
of fo ferious a nature that I cane 
not forbear obferving upon it. 
I with you to anfwer the following 
queftion to your own confcience 5 
Is there any thing in the fettle- 
ment of a Minifter of the gofpeb 
over a people that affords’ them 
occafion for vain mirth ? Seriouf- 
ly confider and thoroughly exe 
amine this fubje& before you ree 
ply, and I am perfuaded your 
anfwer will exprefs my own opine 
ion. 

At any time, and particularly 
at the clofe of his ordination fo- 
lemnities, was the ball room your 
minifter’s proper place ? He had 
juft been inducted into the facred 
work of preaching the gofpel of 
Chrift. The paftoral care of the 
Church and the religious inftruc- 
tion of the people he had juft ta- 
ken upon his hands. Hundreds 
of immortal fouls had juft beea 
commitied to his charge, a charge 
moft folemn and important. All 
his comfort, fupport, fidelity and 
fuccefs in the work mutt be de- 
rived from God; for “ who is 
fufficient for thefe things.’? This 
people who, as to their fpiritual 
concerns, are entrufted with him, 
he is one day to meet at the bar 
of our common Judge. And if 
any perifh through his neglec or 
bad example, their blood will be 
required athishand. This being 
his fituation, would it not have 
been fuitable, was it not his indif- 
penfible duty, to have retired to 
his clofet for ferious refle€tions 
upon the folemn tranfactions of 
the day, for felf examination and 
fecret prayer ? Inftead of meeting 
numbers of his people at the un- 
hallowed place where thoughtlefs 
mortals fport upon the brink of 
deftruction, and where the folem- 


nities of the pat day would be 
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banifhed from his mind, he fhould , 
have been commending his people | 
to the grace of God which can 
keep them frem the evil and pre- 
pare them for glory. He fhould 
have been afking wifdom from a- 
bove that he might be direéted in- 
to truth and duty and praying 
God that he would ftrengthen, en- 
courage and animate him in his 
work, and render him highly fer- 
viceable to the interefts of religion. 
Something like this is the duty of 
every minifter in his fituation, and 
be would not have neglected it 
had he poffeffed the true fpirit of 
his office and felt the weight and 
folemnity of his charge. I fe- 
rioufly fear that his heart is not 
engaged in hisfacredemployment, 
and that he will do you more in- 
jury by countenancing folly, than 
he will do you good by all his in- 
ftruétions. 

But waving further obferva- 
tion upon the ¢onduct of your 
Minifter, I will-take the liberty to 
remark upon the merriment of the 
company at large. And I mutt 
tell you that I think it to have 
been very unfuitable, efpecially at 
that particular time. I fuppofe 
that you will be ready to offer 
tomething in way of excufe, and 
perhaps will fay, it was a joyful 
occafion and your amufements 
were defigned as an expreffion of 
your joy. I am ready to confefs 
that the fettlement of a godly 
Miniter over a people is a joyful 
event, and with joy and thankful- 
nefsto God fhould their hearts 
be nlled. Joy confifts in thofe a- 
greeable fenfations excited by the 
obtainment of fome defired good. 
The good obtained in this cafe, 
we will fuppofe to bea pious and 
faithful minifter of Chrift. Now 
inall your mirth, did you once 
think of the divine goodnefs in 


fAue. 


feed your minds with knowledge 
and underftanding ? Was your 
mirth defigned to exprefs your 

ratitude to the great head of 
the Church for the recent tokens 
of his favor ? Did you once think 
of God, of his perfections, of his 
governing providence, or your ob- 
ligations to him ? Put thefe quef- 
tions to your companions, and [ 
prefume, that from their own 
conviction, they will be conftrain- 
ed to fay that facred things were 
wholly banifhed from their minds, 
and that it was not their moft dif. 
tant thought te perform a fer- 
vice to the king of heaven by 
their carnal feftivity. Suppofing 
that inftead of attending to the 
amufements of folly, you had alf 
united in thankful prayer and joy- 
ful praife to God, would it not 
have been more becoming and bet- 
ter luited to your circumftances ? 
This would have been a pleafing 
and animating fpeGiacle ; a gra~ 
cious God would have hearkened 
and heard it, and written for you 
a book of remembrance. 

But perhaps you are not yet 
convinced but that the ordination 
of a minifter affords occafion for 
vain mirth. If you are not, I 
fear that you never ferieufly con- 
templated the folemn place in 
which you ftand under the preach- 
ed gofpel, according to: which 
you are to be judged and for its 
faithful improvement you are to 
account to God. ‘Taking the 
Bible for the rule.of your faith, 
you will not queftion the follow- 
ing ftlatement ; that if your min- 
ilter prove a true minifter of the 
gofpel, he will be unto God a 
{weet favor of Chrift, in them 
that are iaved and in them that 
perth. To the one he will prove 
the favour of death unto death ; 
and to the other the favour of 





giving yous religions teacher to 


life unto life. And if not a 
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true minifter of Chrift, he isa 
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blind leader of the blind, and 


both he and his people are in dan- 


ter, the gofpel never leaves a per- 
fon as # finds him. 
him either the better or the worfe. 

Every fermon your minifter deliv- 

crs and every prayer that he makes 

in your hearing, or where you 

might conveniently attend, will 

ferve to raife you higher in glory, 

er fink you deeper in woe. 

Though an unfpeakable privilege, 

it is a very folemn thing to fit ua- 

der the droppings of the fanétua- 

ry. You my Sifter,together with 

your companions and minifter, are 

advancing in life and as rapidly 

haftening to the day of judgment. 

Think not ‘that you will be an 

unconcerned {peétator of the tranf- 

actions of that day ; they as much 

concern you as yeurteacher. In 

every portion of your life you are 

forming matter of account at the 

dread tribunal of God. And be 

treated to ponder upon the 
words of our Savior as he upbrai- 
ded the cities which repented not 
at his preaching. ‘*Woe unto 
thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee 
Bethfaida ! for if the mighty 
works which were done in you 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long 
aco in fackloth and afhes. But 
I fay unto you, it fhall be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at 
the day of judgment than for 
you.” 

Perhaps you may afk what line 
of condu€& would have been fuit- 
cble for you at the time of which 
we are {peaking ? I think, that 
if I had been in your cafe, I 
thould have retired to my clofet 
ior ferious meditation, and, in 
prayer, fhould have thanked Chnift 
ior his afcenfion gift, commended 
my Spiritual guide to the grace of 


It makes | 


_ people, as well as of myfelf, might 
ger of deftru€&tion. Yes, dear Sis- 
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God and implored a bleffing upon 
his labors that the profiting of his 


appear unto all men. 
Notwithflanding my remarks 
upon what J think your folly, 
yct you fhare in my beft wihhes 
and ardent affeGtion. My heart’s _ 
defire and prayer to God are, that 
your minifter may give heed to 
himfelf and his doétrine, that he 
may fave both his own foul and 
them who hear him. 
Yours, &c. 


SHAPHAN. 





Second Letter from Shaphan to his 
Sifler. 


Belfaft, June 6, 1803. 


Dear Sister, 
VENTURE to trouble you 
with a fecond letter. You 
once took the Conne¢ticut Evan- 
gelical Magazine. I learn you 
have difcontinued taking it ; not 
becaufe you are unable to meet 
the expence, or find it difficult to 
procure it, for a poft pafles your 
door every week ; but on account 
of. fome obje€tions in your mind 
to the publication itfelf. This is 
one general remark you make up- 
on it; *¢ that it contains too ma- 
ny frightful ftories’? : by which, 
I fuppofe, you mean the accounts 
given in the Magazine of the fick- 
nefs and death of thoughtlefs, 
diffipated and deiftical charaCters. 
But upon what principle do you 
make thefe accounts an objection 
to the Magazine? You mutt ei- 
ther fuppofe that they are mere 
fictions, or elfe that they are pro- 
ductive of bad effe€&is, when made 
public. 
Now, with regard to the falfity 

of thefe accounts, I would ob- 
ferve ; that the Editors, having 
given to the public their names, 








| would not fate, as matter of fad, 
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what: they had any reafon to be- 
lieve was falfe. This would be 
inconfiftent both with their feel- 
ings and principles, if honeft men, 
and they would alfo hazard, if not 
deftroy, their reputation as men of 
truth and integrity. Miferable 
indeed would be the plea, that 
tho’ thefe accounts were merely 
‘ the creatures of imagination, yet 
the Editors thought they might 
‘ ferve to alarm ftupid and vicious 
finners, and therefore publifhed 
them. This-is doing evil, that 
good may come; a thing that 
well deferved the fevere reprehen- 
fion of the Apoitle Paul. When 
notice is given that accounts are 
fictitious, there is no impofition 
upon the public; but there is a 
grofs and unpardonable impofi- 
tion, when ftated as matter of 
faG, with a defign that they 
fhould be thus received. And 
how could men, who have any 
gatt apprehenfiou of God’s char- 
a€ter and of the principles of his 
government, expect to fucceed in 
doing good, by fuch unworthy 
and bafe means as falfchood and 
impofition ? 

Again: The Editars have in- 
formed me, perfonally, that the 
accounts referred to cantain an 
honeft ftatement of facts. I had 
it not as common information : 
but I had the moft folemn affur- 
ances, under full conviétion that 
they were true. You will not 
doubt that the Editors have the 
means of afcertaining their truth. 

Once more: The Editors have 
affured me that they have in their 
poffeffion the real names of thofe 
perfons, whofe licentious princi- 
ples and practice, and whofe un- 
happy and affecting end have 
been defcribed in the Magazine ; 

and not only their names, but alfo 
the particular places of their a- 
bode. They decline inferting 
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{uch accounts as have been mene 
tioned, until they know the name 
of the perfon, if not his place of 
refidence. Further, there may 
be a number of witneffes brought 
to prove the truth of thofe fads 
that are ftated in the biographical 
fketches publifhed in the Maga. 
zine. 

If you will believe a brother, 
and I hope you have never found 
reafon to difbelieve him, you 
are already convinced that thefe 
“ frightful flories,” as you term 
them, are folemn truths. 

Being true, what obje@tion caa 
yon have to their being made pub- 
lic? What pernicious effe&s will 
they produce? To fee thought. 
lefs men and youth fo much alarm. 
ed in the hour of death, you can- 
not fuppofe, will have a tendency 
to render others negligent of their 
{piritual concerns. ‘To be affured 
that vicious characters have come 
to an unhappy end, and in their 
laft moments deeply lamented 
their folly, cannot, in your opin- 
ion, encourage and embolden the 
diffolute in their vices. You can- 
not believe that an honeft and 
credible account of an entire ree 
nunciation of deiftical principles 
by the dying infidel, the forrow 
and felf-condemnation with which 
he refle€ted upon his unreafonable 
incredulity and contempt of the 
Saviour, and his frank acknow- 
ledgment that Chriftianity affords 
the only fupport and the only 
hope to a dying finner; I fay, 
you cannot believe that fach da 
account will encourage infidelity 
amongft the wavering, or enliven 
the hopes and complete the tri- 
umph of the confirmed deift. If 
neither thoughtleffnefs, immoralie 
ty, profanenefs nor infidelity re 
ceive encouragement or fupport 
from thefe accounts, what is their 


injury ? 
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I prefume you will thus anfwer | 
my query: “ They ferve to ter- | 
rify people and difturb their | 
minds.” But let me afk, who 

are the people they terrify ? what 

is their chara€ter ? They are not | 
the humble, the poor in fpirit ; | 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Not they that mourn for fin ; fr | 
they foall be comforted. Not the | 
merciful ; for they jfhall obtain 


mercy. Not the pure in heart ; 
for they foall fee God. Not the | 
peace-makers 5 for they are—the | 


children of God. Not the upright; 
for thi end of that man is peace. 
Not the believer; for he that be- 
leveth—fhall be faved. Not the 
godly—thofe who make religion 
the great bufinefs of their lives, 
who have much to do with their | 
bibles, with the Sabbath, public 
worfhip and fecret prayer—who 
love, and ftrive to ferve faithfully, 
God and their fellow-mortals ; for 
godlinefs hath the promife. of the life 
that now is and of that which is to 
come. Men of this temper and | 
life are not filled with fuch dif- | 
trefling fears for themfelves ; for | 
God, by promifes, has given them | 
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that the thoughtlefs youth in the 
purfuits of folly is in a place of 
fafety or in the way to heaven. 
You have more juft ideas of relig. 
ion than to fuppofe that men of 
loofe morals have a title to gofpel 
promifes. And as to the deift, 
you know he is grofsly inconfift- 
ent, madly incredulous, and whol- 
ly without a rational hope of a 
blefied immortality. If this be 
granted ; fuch men need be alarm. 
ed at their flate: and it is the 
diftate of benevolence to ufe all 
fuitable means to awake them 
from their fleep, and to perfuade 
them to repentance by the terrors 
of the Lord. And are not fuch 
folemn faéts as are ftated in the 
Magazine calculated for this pur- 
pofe? Is it not fuited to alarm 
young people, who neglect their 


| fpiritual concerns and give them- 


felves to vanity, to read of a fel- 
low-youth, who wet his death-bed 
with tears of forrow for his negli- 
gence ef religion and his devotion 
to the amufements of folly ? Hag 
it not a tendency to check the vo- 
taries of vice and render them fee 
rioufly confiderate, to read of the 


reafon to hope for better things. | unhappy end of profane and ime 
Then, who are the people that | moral men? How they were con- 
are thus frightened with fuch ac- | vinced of fin, felt their defert of 
counts? Are they not fuch as | endlefs mifery, and horribly trem- 
fuftain the charafter of thofe | bled at the approach of death ? 
whofe unhappy and alarming exit | Do not the univerfalift and infi- 
from the world’ is prefented be- | del tremble for themfelves, when 
fore them ? Thofe who are fecure | they read how their brethren in 
in fin, deftitute of goodnefs in | fentiment renounced their favorite 
heart, morality in life, and void | doétrines, in the near view of eter- 





of religious principle? And have 
not fuch men reafon to be alarm- 
ed, efpecially, when they hear of 
their companions in vice coming 
to fuch an awful end? Is it not 
better for them to be aroufed 
from their dangerous flumbers be- 
fore the impending evils aétually 





come, when there will be no hope 
ef efcape? You cannot fuppofe 


nity, as delufions of the devil ; 
and how they cried to that Sav. 
iour whom they once defpifed, 
O Lord have mercy upon our 
fouls, or we perifh ! 

I prefume you are ready to 
join with me in faying, that this 
is the natural tendency of thofe 
accounts in the Magazine: to 


which you objet. And I feri- 





54 


oufly fear, that this obvious ten- 
dency of thefe accounts, is what 
has wounded your feelings and 
occafioned your fevere remark. 
The grounds of my fear are thefe: 
ZI can fee no other reafon than 
this for your objeétion, fince the 
accounts contain an honelft iate- 
ment of faéts; and I learn that, 
of late, you feem to be deftitute 
of all concern for yourfelf, having 
drowned the thoughts of God 
- and futurity in a round of fafh- 
ionable, but vain amuiements. 
Your remark, that the Magazine 
contains too many “ frightful 
Rories” excites no wonder in my 
mind. You are difturbed, filter, 
and terrified, in reading of the 
frame of mind ia which vain youth 
depart this life. You are checked 
in your pleafurable purfuits, and 
your carnal eafe 1s interrupted. 
When you go to the theatre, the 
card table or the ball room, places 
you very much frequent, thefe 
frightful images will fometimes 
attend yous; and whenever it 1s 
the cafe, you cannot feel eafy and 
fecure in your prefent courfe. 
The language they f{peala is this ; 
Repent of fin and forfake thefe fol- 
lies, or thou muff come to the jame 
unhappy end. I do not alk whe- 
ther I have affigned the true rea- 
fon of your not reading the Mag- 
azine ; for J have no doubt of it. 
And I now leave you to your own 
reflections, only making one re- 
queft and exprefling one defire. 
My requeft is, that you candidly 
read thefe accounts, as in the 
prefence of your Maker and on 
the verge of eternity. My defire 
is, that by the alarming deaths of 
the defpifers of religion, you may 
learn wildom, and come to a bap- 
pier end. 

I am, dear fifter, yours, with 
affeétion. 


SHAPHAN., 


On the Suffirings of Chrift. 
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To THe Epitors oF THe Cox. 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Mg. 
GAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 
NE very ufeful part of the 


periodical work under your 
direction, feems devoted to the 
folution of doubtful and difficult 
queftions, on the important doc. 
trines of Chriftianity ; queftions 
which might, otherwife, perplex 
the lefs informed tho’ fincere 
friend to Chrifty and afford a fub. 
je&t of temporary triumph to his 
adverfaries. 

Such folutions, it is believed, 
may and in fome meafure do tend 
to filence objectors, and thus pre- 
vent truth from fuffering in the 
fight of thofe, who, without this 
afliftance, would be unable, how- 
ever defirous, to defend it: An 
an{wer to the following queftion, 
if inferted in the Magazine, may, 
I truft, conduce to this important 
end, and will be gratefully peruf- 
ed by one of your many edified 
readers. 

) EUTHELOS, 

Conne&. May 28. 


QUESTION. 

Did the divine or human nature, 
or cid Joth fuffer in the perfon of 
our Saviour? If his fufferings 
did not at all affe&t his divine na- 
ture, how is it poffible that the 
human nature of Jefus Chrift could 
fuffer more er comparably as 
much, within a few years, as all 
mankiad mult, without an atone- 
ment, have fuffered through eter 
nity ? 


ANSWER. 


THAT the divine nature in 
the perfon of our Saviour is im- 
paflible, or-incapable of fuffering, 
will not admit of a queftion for 
‘a moment. To fuppofe the 
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contrary, is to fuppofe, that 
fufferings are effential to the di- 
wine nature and eternal ; or, that 
the divine nature is liable to 
change ; both are equally incon- 
fiftent with infinite perfe€tion. 

The fuppofition which the fec- 
ond queftion involves, that the 
fufferings of Chrift, as our furety, 
believed to be equal in degree 
with thofe of all mankind thro’ 
eternity, had no atonement been 
made, is wholly unfounded. 

1. It wants proof; there is no 
evidence of its truth, either from 
thofe fufferings as they appear to 
us from the account the Evangel- 
ifts give of them, or from any 
thing which is faid, or implied, 
concerning them in feripture. 

2. It is hard to fee how the 
fufferings of Chrift, on this fup- 
pofition, were evidence of good 
will in God, in ordaining and in- 
fiting them, becaufe nothing, on 
the whole, would be gained in 
leffening the evil of fufferings. 
To fubje& inferior creatures to 
fufferings, to relieve from equal 
fufferings thofe of a fuperior or- 
der, who are capable of higher 
enjoyment, might be, perhaps, an 
expreffion of good will; but to 
fubje& a fuperior, the moft exalt- 
ed and the moft worthy, to fuffer- 
ings, to relieve thofe who are far 
inferior, even the moft unworthy, 
to an equal degree of fufferings, 
is not feen to be fo. This would 
feem to be lofs, rather than gain. 

3. The fuppofition is unnecef- 
fary. Sufferings, confidered as 
punifhments, are neceflary to fhow 
the mind of the lawgiver; the re- 
gard he has for his law, and the 
light in which he views tranfgref- 
fors; they are his teftimony a- 
gainft thofe characters, who, by 
their condu&, fhow that they are 
hoftile to the interefts of ‘fociety. 
They are, in this view, a.proper 

Vor. IV. No. 2. 
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exercife of good will. They are 
effential to the nature of govern- 
ment; they fhould exprefs the 
heart of the lawgiver fully ; par- 
tially to exprefs it, would be to 
mifreprefent it. The heart of 
God is infinitely oppofed to fin or 
tranfgrefion: it is a reafonabl¢ 
oppolition, becaufe fin is replete 
with infinite mifchief ; it behoves 
him, then, to exprefs this oppofi- 
tion in his treatment of finners, 
and to exprefs it fully. This he 
does, by infli€ting the penalty of 
his law on finners, which is death 
eternal; or, by the equivalent fuf- 
ferings of Chrift, as conftituted 
furety and fubftitute for the peni- 
tent: eguivalent, not in degree, 
but in merit, thefe fufferings, 
though finite, being infli€ted ona 
perfon of infinite worth, and iufi- 
nitely dear to God, by his own 
hand, fully declare his righteouf- 
nefs, or his perfect oppofition to 
fin, and his unalterable determina- 
tion not to acquit the guilty. 
The fame ends are attained, then, 
by the fufferings of Chrift, in re. 
fpe&t to the government of God, 
as a juft and righteous govern- 
ment, as would have been attained 
by infligting the penalty of the 
law on every tranfgreffor, befides 
the difplay of infinite love and 
compaffion to fallen man; hence 
it is, that God can be juft, and 
the juftifier of him that believeth 
in Jefus. 





A Letter to the Editors, from the 
Rev. FesseTownsenn of News 
Durham, State of New-York, 
dated Fune 1, 1803. 


Rev. GenTLemen, 
ELIEVING that informa- 
tion refpeting the ait 
of fovereign grace, aaa ¢ 
rebel fubjeets of God’s moral gove 
ernment, in — any to be 
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friendly to his character and king- 
dom, will give joy to the hearts 
of the faints; I hereby forward 
to you the following flatement of 
a happy revival and reformation 
in the wildernefs, in a new fettle- 
ment, known in this part of the 
country by the name of the Big 
Hollow fettlement. It is a very 
new fettlement, furrounded by the 
high Catskill mountains. June 
1801, was the firft time the peo- 
ple of the fettlement met on the 
Sabbath for public worfhip ; and 
this was by the earneft invitation 
of a man who was the firit that 
moved into the Big Hollow, a- 
bout fix years before. In thefe 
fix years it was a common practice 
with molt of the fettlers, to {pend 
the Sabbath in huntmg, fifhing, 
viliting, or in fome way fimilar to 
this. God all along had, how- 
ever, as a witnefs againft fuch 
practices, the abovementioned firlt 
fettler. From the time of their 
fetting up focial public worfhip 
on the Sabbath, to the fall of the 
year next following, nothingwery 
{pecial occurred. ‘The exercifes 
on the Sabbath were finging, 
praying, and reading the betl 
printed fermons which could be 
obtained. This practice contin- 
ued about fix menths, when God 
began vifibly to owa and bicfs the 
attempts to build up the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom among the people : 
three or foux were hopefully con- 
verted, and a general folemnity 
was upon the minds of the people. 
There were now but thirteen fam- 
ilies in the fettlement. During 
the winter and {pring following, 
public focial worfhip on the fab- 
bath, was kept up, and confer- 
ence meetings were attended on 
other days—but nothing very fpe- 
cial occurred. 
In the latter part of the next 
May, by requeft from the people 
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I vifited them, and preached to 
them twice, and converfed with 
the moft of them, individually, 
concerning the ftate of their fouls, 
Of thofe who entertained a hope 
that they had become reconciled 
to God, I enquired the grounds 
of their hopes, and endeavored 
fuitably to direét them with regard 
to their views of themfelves and 
their future conduct. To fuchas 
confidered themfelves ftill unrecon- 
ciled to God, or in a natural ftate, 
I endeavored to be faithful. 

I folemnly addreffed them in 
fuch a manner as appeared beft 
calculated to imprefs the minds of 
particular perfons with a fenfe of 
their fin and danger and the im- 
portance of religion. The fea- 
fon was very folemn—feveral were 
greatly affe€&ted—one in particu- 
lar who had very wickedly and 
profanely fcoffed at the revival, 
till a little before ; and who has 
fince, hopefully become a Chrif- 
tian. Upon another who had 
been a profane fwearer, and often 
guilty of the fin of intemperance 
in the ule of fpiritous liquors, 
the duty of family prayer was 
clofely preffled : Upon which he 
afked, ** had I not better omit 
prayer at night, when I have been 
curfing and {wearing thro’ the day, 
than to pray ?”’ ‘The anfwer giv- 
en was * you muft leave off your 
profanenefs, and you mutt pray.” 
The manner in which prayer isto 
be performed, viz. with an holy 
temper, and in the name of Chrift, 
was pointed out. The perfoa 
feemed to fuppofe he had a very 
good heart, and that he never had 
done any thing much amifs, Yet 
he had never attempted to pray ; 
and his cafe looked exceedingly 
unpromiling. But God, who 1s 


wonderful in counfel, and mighty 
in working, by the operations of 
his holy fpirit, rendered the means 
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ufed with him, apparently bene- 
ficial. I foon heard from him that 
he had fet up family prayer—but 
that he remarked refpecting the 
duty, “ [hate it.” Not long af- 
ter, I vifited the fettlement again, 
faw the perfon—obferved to him 
that he had fet up family prayer, 
and afked him what he now tho’t 
refpecting his heart ? His reply 
was, “1 find that 1 am a poor 
miferable finner, and that my 
heart is afink of finand pollution.” 

But not to enlarge upon partic- 
ulars ; the reformation thro’ the 
iummer feafon, became very gen- 
eral in the fettlement. And in 
Nov. laft, I went with a brother 
in the miniftry, the Rev. Beriah 
Hotchkin, of Greenfield, to affitt 
in forming a church there. Twen- 
ty-four came forward and folemn- 
ly profeffed their faith in Chrift, 
and publicly entered into covenant 
with God, and with one another. 
Ofthefe, twenty-one were new pro- 
feflors. Among the number was 
theman whohad faid he hated fam- 
ily prayer. Eight adult profeffors 
were baptized ; the Lord’s fup- 
per was adminiftered, and fifteen 
children were by their parents ded- 
icated to God in Baptifm, and re- 
ceived the fealof thecovenant. The 
church is well united in Calvinit- 
tic fentiments, and are ready to 
afcribe the whole reformation and 
happy change which appears 
among them, to the fovercign 
grace of God. 

There are now thirteen or four- 
teen families in the Big Hollow. 
Such is the infancy of the fettle- 
ment, that they are unable to fup- 
port the preaching of the gofpel. 
There is not as yet, one framed 
building, in the whole fettlement. 
The labors of Miffionaries are 
greatly needed among the people ; 
and they would doubtlefs be moft 
joyfully received. ; 
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Iam, Rev. Gentlemen, your 
brother in the gofpel. 
Jesse Townsenp. 





To the General Affociation of the 
State of Conneéticut, to be con- 
wened in Stratford, at the houfe 
of the Rev. Mr. Stebbins, on the 
third Tuefday of Fune, A. D. 
1803. 


OUR Commiffioners, ap- 
pointed to attend the Gene- 
ral Affembly of the Prefbyterian 
Church, Report, that agreeably 
to their appointment, they attend- 
ed the feffions of faid Affembly, 
commencing in the city of Phila- 
delphia, on the third Thurfday of 
May 1803, and were cordially 
and refpectfully received. 

The Affembly attended to their 
cuftomary routine of bufinefs ; 
great part of which is not imme- 
diately interefting to the A flocia- 
tion. The report of a committee 
of the General Affembly, on the 
{tate of religion, within the limits 
of their Church, (being a fumma- 
ry of the narratives communicat- 
ed, ina free converfation on that 
important fubje&,) is here an- 
nexed. It is believed, that the 
information, contained in faid re- 
port, ,will be pleafing and fatis- 
factory to the Affociation, Any 
further information which may be 
defired, relative to the doings of 
the General Affembly, can be 
communicated by the Commif- 
fioners from that body, one of 
whom attended their feffions. 

Withing you much of the di- 
vine prefence, and of that wifdom 
which is profitable to diredt, in 
all your deliberations, we remain 
refpectfully, 

Timotuy Dwicurt, 
Asanevt Hooker, 
Philadelpha, 
May 28, 1803. 
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REPORT, &c. 


THE Committee appointed to 
draw up a ftatement, as the refult 
of the free converfation on the 
fate of religion, beg leave to re- 
port the following. 


The Affembly heard, at more 
than ufual length, and with more 
than common fatisfaction, the ac- 
counts received from their mem- 
bers, of the ftate of religion 
within the bounds of the Prefby- 


terian Church. Since an enquiry | 
of this fort has become a part of | 


the annual bufinefs of the Affem- 


bly, it may be confidently afferted, | 


that no refult has ever been pre- 


fented to our body, fo favorable, | 


and fo gratifying to the friends of 
truth and piety. 

There is fcarcely a Prefbytery 
under the care of the Affembly, 
from which fome pleafing intelli- 
gence has not been announced ; 
and from fome of them commu- 
nications have been made, which 
fo illuftrioufly difplay the tri- 
umphs of evangelical truth, and 
the power of fovereign grace, as 
cannot but fill with joy, the hearts 
of all who love to hear of the 
prey of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. 

In moft of the northern and 
eaftern Prefbyteries, revivals of 
religion, of a more or lefs general 
nature, have taken place. In 
thefe revivals, the work of divine 
grace has proceeded, with few 
exceptions, in the ufual way. 
Sinners have been convinced and 
converted, by the ftill {mall voice 
of the Holy Spirit,—have been 
brought out of darknefs into mar- 
vellous light, and from the bon- 
dage cf corruption into the glori- 
ous liberty of the fons of God, 
without any remarkable bodily 
agitalions, or extraordinary affec- 
trons. In this calm and ordinary 
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manner, many hundreds have been 
added tothe church, in the courfe 
of the laft year ; and multitudes 
of thofe, who had before joined 
themfelves unto the Lord, have 
experienced times of refrefhing and 
confolation, from his prefence. 

In many of the fouthern and 
| weltern Prefbyteries, revivals more 
| extenfive,. and of a more extraor- 
| dinary nature have taken place. 
While many, within the bounds 
| of thofe Prefbyteries, have been, 
as is hoped, effectually called, 
without any exercifes other than 
_thofe which have generally at- 
tended the progrefs of vital piety, 
| there have been multitudes ef in- 
ftances, in which great bodily agi- 
tations and other circumftances, 
out of the ufual courfe of religious 
exercifes, have attended the work. 
As thefe extraordinary appearan- 
' ces have been before announced 
| by the Affembly, and as the 
| knowledge of them is generally 
| diffufed throughout the Ameri- 
| can Churches, it is not judged ne- 
_ceffary, to enter into minute de- 
‘tails, on the fubje&t. The Af- 








| fembly can only obferve, that, al- 


tho’ they forbear to exprefs any 
opinion, as to the origin and na- 
ture of fome of thofe circumftan- 
ces, which have attended the 
fouthern and weftern revivals, and 
which have fo much attra&ed the 
attention of the religious world ; 
yet they are conftrained to ac- 
knowledge, with thankfulnefs, 
that laft year, while it prefented 
a continuance, and great exten- 
fion of this extraordinary work, 
has furnifhed evidence, that it is 
indeed the work of God, for 
which the friends of piety are 
bound to praife his holy name. 
The Affembly cannot believe, 
that a difpenfation, by means of 
which, the ignorant are enlight- 
ened, the vicious reelaimed, the 
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erroneous made to acknowledge | be informed, that, in thofe parts 


and obey the truth, as it is in Je- 
fas, the haughty infidel humbled, 
and bro’t to bow, penitent and 
fubmiflive, before the crofs of 


of our Church, where no remark- 
able revivals have occurred, the 
word and ordinances of the gofpeb 
have been, in many places, more 





Chrift, and the general afpe& of | generally, and more ferioufly at- 
fociety changed from diffelutenefs | tended upon, in the courfe of the 
and prophanity, to fobriety, ore , laft year, than for fome time be- 
der, and comparative purity, can | fore ; that infidelity is lefs bold, 
be any other than a difpenfation | and ative, them formerly ; and 
of the grace of God. And as | that, on the whole, appearances 
there appears to be growing evi- , have become more encouraging, 


dence, that thefe arethe happy | fince the laft converfation, in the 


fruits of the above mentioned re- 
markable work, the Affembly 
cannot hefitate to recognize in it 
the fame divine power, which has 
in every age appeared, in a great- 
er, or fmaller degree, to build up 
Zion ; to confound the wifdom 
of this world, and to fhow, that, 
when the great head of the Church 
will work, none can hinder him. 
It would be eafy for the Affembly 
to fele& fome very remarkable in- 
itances of the triumphs of divine 
grace, which were exhibited be- 
fore them, in the courfe of the 
very interefting narratives, pre- 
fented in the Free converfation ; 
Inftances of the moft malignant 
oppofers of vital piety, being con- 
vinced and reconciled ; of fome 
learned, ative, and confpicuous 
infidels becoming the fignal mon- 
uments of that grace, which they 
once defpifed; and various cir- 
cumftances, which difplay the 
holy efficacy of the gofpel. But 
forbearing to enter into minute 
details on this fubjeGt, they would 
only in general declare, that in 
the courfe of the laft year, there 
is reaion to believe, feveral thou- 
fands, within the bounds of the 
Prefbyterian Church, have been 
bro’t to embrace the gofpel of 
Chrift, and large acceffions of 
zeal and ftrength, as well as of 
numbers, been given to his people. 


The Affembly were gratified to ! 


General A ffembly, on this fubject. 

The Affembly confider it, as 
werthy of particular attention, 
that moft of the accounts of re- 
vivals, communicated to them, 
have ftated, that the inftitution of 
praying focieties, or feafons of 
{pecial prayer to God, for the 
out-pouring of the fpirit, gene- 
rally preceded the remarkable dif- 





plays of divine grace, with which 
our land has been recently favor- 
ed. In moft cafes, preparatory 
to fignal effufions of the Holy 
Ghoft, the pious have been ftirred 
up, tocry fervently and impor- 
tunately, that God would appear 
to vindicate his own caufe. The 
Affembly fee in this a confirma. 
tion of the word of God, and an 
ample encouragement of the pray- 
ers and hopes of the pious, for 
future, and more extenfive mani- 
feftations of divine power. And 
they truft, that the Churches un- 
der their care, while they fee caufe 
of abundant thankfulnefs, for this 
difpenfation, will alfo perceive, 
that it prefents new motives to 
zeal and fervor, in applications to 
that throne of grace, from which 
every good and perfe& gift com- 
eth down. 

The Affembly alfo obferved, 
with great pleafure, that the de- 
| fire forfpreading the gofpel among 


the deftitute inhabitants, on our 





frontiers, among the blacks, and 
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among the favage tribes, on our 
borders, has been rapidly increaf- 
ing, during the laft year, in va- 
rious parts of our Church. The 
Affembly take notice of this cir- 
cnmftance, with the more {fatis- 
fa&tion, as it not only affords a 
pleafing prefage of the fpread of 
the gofpel, but alfo furnifhes agree- 
able evidence of the genuinenefs, 
and the benign tendency of that 
{pirit, which God has been pleaf- 
ed to pour out upon his people. 
The Affembly confider the prof- 
pects of our Church, in the fron- 
tier fettlements, as more favorable, 
than they have been, at the date 
of any former report. They are 
gratified to hear, from various 
quarters, that new Churches are 
rapidly forming, increafing in the 
number of their members, and in 
their punctual attendance on the 
means of grace: That many of 
thefe Churches have, within a 
fhort period, been fupplied with 
paftors ; and that more miffiona- 
ry labors are called for, in the 
above mentioned fettlements, than 
arrangements heretofore made, 
can poflibly fupply. 

Information of a very pleafing 
nature was alfo communicated to 
the Affiembly, by the delegates 
from the General Affociation of 
Conneéticut, of a work of divine 
grace, in various parts of that 
State ; efpecially in Yale-Col- 
lege ; in which important infti- 
tution many of the youth have 
hopefully become pious. ‘The 
probable influence of fuch an event 
on fo refpe€tabie a feminary of 
learning, on the Church of Chrift, 
generally, and particularly in the 
ftate of Conneéticut, cannot but 
make a very pleafing impreffion 
on the friends of piety. 

On the whole, the Affembly, 
cannot but declare, with joy, and 
with the mof cordial congratula- 
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tions to the Churches under their 
care, that the ftateand profpeés 
of vital religion, in our country 
are more favorable, and encourag. 
ing, thau at any period, within the 
laft forty years. They fee indeed 
much to lament, in the infidelity, 
the vice, and profanenefs, the luke. 
warmnefs end formality, which 
ftill, in many places abound ; but 
they believe it would be ingrati- 
tude to the gracious Head of the 
Church, as well as injuitice to the 
friends of religion, not to an- 
nounce, that the afpe& of our 
American Zion is, in gencral, un- 
ufually cheering ; and that thofe 
who feel interefted in the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
while they are called upon, by 
new and additional motives, to 
implore a continuance and exten- 
fion of his mercy, have abundant 
reafon to be encouraged, and to 
rejoice in the hope, that God will 
make {till more rich and glorious 
difplays of his power and grace, 
‘¢ Until he eftablifh Jerufalem, and 
make her a name and a praife in 
the earth ;—Until the righteouf- 
nefs thereof go forth, as bright- 
nefs, andthe falvation thereof, as 
a lamp that burneth.” 


To tut Epitrors oF THE Con- 
wecTicuT EvANGELICAL Ma: 
GAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THE writer of the follow- 
ing memoirs is induced to fend 
them for publication, if you judge 
proper, not from a wifh to cele- 
brate the charater of that good 
man deceafed to whom they relate, 
or to perpetuate his name by any 
eulogies. Forhe feels that heispre- 
vented from this, by one of his dy- 
ing requefts which will bemention- 
ed; but he is influenced hereto, as 
he hopes, froma fincere defire that, 
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by the blefling of God, it may be | In the years 1740 and 1741, 
a means of the edification of the | when there was a great and gene- 
people of God, and of eftablifhing | ral attention to the things of reli- 
them in the precious truths of | gion, thro’ the country, Mr. Far- 
our holy religion, and in their _rand, then a youth of about 21 
faith and truit in the promifes of | years, was moft powerfully im- 
the gofpel. And alfo that the | preffed with a convition of his 
trembling finner, and fecure, ftu- | guilty, miferable and dreadful 
pid unbeliever may fee how a true | ftate and condition as a finner. 
Chriftian may die—how the blef- | And after many weeks of molt 
fed Jefus can enlighten the dark | painful diftrefs and conviction, 
valley, and brighten the road to | was hopefully brought to bow at 
immortality and glory. the foot of the crofs of Jefus, and 

‘© Mark the perfect man, and | received the joys of one brought 
behold the upright; for the end | out of darknefs and bondage into 
of that man is peace.” the glorious light and liberty of 


Memoirs of Rev. Daniat Fase Jefus cre “0 rs a 
rap of Canaan, (Con.) who | NAM young Sirians giae’y ems 
pase bracing all opportunities to attend 
departed this life, March 28, i ng PPe ee 
1803. religious meetings ; fometimes 
warning his companions, and ar- 
R. Farrand was born of | dently longing and praying for 
reputable and hopefully , their faving converfion to God. 
pious parents, in January A. D. | Meanwhile his ardent thirft for 
1720, in the town of Milford, | fcience, efpecially divine know- 
Connecticut. While a youth, ledge, greatly increafed. And 
his father removed with his family | tho’ he labored under great difad- 
to New-Milford, in the ceunty of , vantages, for the want of books 
Litchfield. He there continued , and being not in the company of 
in the bufinefs of agriculture du- | men of fcience, in a new fettled 
ring his youthful days. In that | town, and having had but an or- 
period nothing remarkable is to | dinary fchool-education ; he yet 
be noticed, but that he was un- | made furprifing progrefs, having 
commonly attached to beoks, and | read feveral authors, and particu- 
difcovered a great thirft for know- | larly on religious fubjeéts. At 
ledge; often filling up his leifure | length, fome of the minifters in 
hours, when his companions were the vicinity becoming acquainted 
at their diverfions, in reading and | with him, and difcovering his ge- 
endeavouring to acquire ufeful | nius, encouraged and affifted him : 
knowledge. It mufl not be omit- | and putting hitmfelf under the care 
ted, however, that he was fre- | of the Kev. Mr. Graham of 
quently exercifed with concern | Southbury, in the ftudy of the 
and diftrefs for his immortal foul. | languages, he was not long after 
He was bleffed with a good | admitted a member of Yale Col- 
genius, and an uncommonly re- | lege, in the year 1746. 
tentive memory, which was of Here he continued two years, 
lingular advantage in the acquifi- | purfuing his ftudies with pleafure 
tion of knowledge, both human | and profit. But having had fome 
and divine ; and continued thro’ | perfonal acquaintance with the 
a long life, and was very little im- | Rev. Mr. Burr of Newark, (N. 
paired even until his death. J.) together with fome advantag- 
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eous profpects on account of ex- 
pence ; and being under neceflity 
of ufing the ftricteft_ economy in 
order to complete his collegiate 
éducation, he obtained a regular 
difmiffion from Yale College, and 
was admitted to the fame ftanding 
in the then infant College of 
New-Jerfey. Here he enlarged 
his acquaintance—completed his 
education with reputation ; and 
ever maintaining a ferious and re- 
ligious character, he foon became 
acquainted with feveral eminent 
minifters—applied himfelf to the 
ftudy of divinity—went threugh 
the ufual trials by the Prefbytery, 
was approved and fent forth as a 
candidate for the gofpel miniftry. 

Having preached occafionally 
at Northampton, and feveral other 
places, it pleafed the great head 
of the church to point his way to 
Canaan. Here he was ordained 
as their paflor and minifter in 
Auguft, 1752. 

He continued to preach, vifit, 
and exercife his minitterial labors, 
over the whole town, about 17 
years. At length the town was 
divided into two ecclefiaftical fo- 
cieties: and each being defirous 
to retain their miaifter, he would 
not decide which to ferve, until a 
council, called for the purpofe, 
determined that it was his duty to 
go to the fouth fociety. Here 
he labored with very little inter- 
ruption, on account of ficknefs or 
any other impediment, about 33 
years. 

In the month of Augult, 1802, 
not far from his houle, through 
weakneis and tottering age, he 
fell down and diflocated his hip 
joint ; and tho’ it was reduced by 
the furgeon, was totally unable 
ever to walk any more. From 
this time he languifhed by degrees, 
yet retained his mental powers in 
fuch manner that he was able to 
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converfe freely: and though he 
endured much pain and diftrefs of 
body, he was, for the moft part, 
wonderfully ferene and calm in 
mind. From this time, during 
the feven months of his confine. 
ment, the Chriftian appeared and 
fhone confpicuous. 

But, before noticing his behav. 
iour, converfation and religious 
exercifes on his death-bed, it is 
juft to obferve, Mr. Farrand was 
bleffed with a ftrong mind and 
found judgment; a good fcholar 
and aman of extenfive feience. 
He was a kind and faithful huf- 
band, a tender and indulgent par- 
ent, and a moft inviolable friend. 
He was a warm experimental 
| preacher—dwelling much, in his 
difcourfes, on the righteoufnefs 
and atonement of Chrift, as the 





oaly ground of pardon and hope 


| for finners, totally ruined and un- 


| done by fin. 

In prayer he was folemn and 
devout, and often times uncom- 
monly fervent and affectionate. 
He feemed to approach near the 
mercy-feat, and proved a wrettling 
Facob indeed. 

Mr. Farrand was abundantly 
employed in councils, to fettle and 
compofe difficulties inchurches.— 
Being placed in a part of the 
country where for many years 
there were very few minifters, 
northward or weftward of him, 
and having a fingular talent as 
a peace-maker, he was greatly 
improved in this work. The 
writer of thefe memoirs recol- 
le&ts to have heard him obferve, 
that he kept an account of the 
number of ecclefiaftical councils 
which he had attended, until it 
amounted to one hundred, and 
then left off. But that this was 
feveral years before his death ; in 








which time he was improved in 
many more. 
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Mr. Farrand was bleffed with 
fome happy fruits of his miniftry, 
in the hopeful converfion of fouls 
to Chrift. He had what he call- 
ed two {mall harvefts, wherein 
anmbers were, as he trufted, gath- 
ered into the kingdom of grace, 
befides more folitary inftances of 
converfion during his miniftry. 
Many will recognize in him their 
fpiritual father in Chrift. 

His Chriftian converfation and 
religious exercifes during his long 
confinement, until his death, will 
now be noticed. For fome time 
after he was confined and unable 
to move without help, he feemed 
to entertain a hope that he might 
fo far be reftored as to preach 
again. But feeing little or no 
profpeét of it, he quickly fubmit- 
ted to the will of God. He fre- 
quently lamented, that he muft 
live to be a burden to his friends, 
in their neceffary and conftant at- 
tendance on him: faid it was very 
undefirable to outlive his ufeful- 
nefs ; but hoped he fhould not be 
left to murmur or be impatient. 
~—He faid to a particular friend, 
not long before his death, “ Oh, 
I defire to blefs God, I have not 
been troubled with one murmuring 
thought againft him, on account 
of his laying his hand thus heavi- 
ly upon me. I know he is juit, 
he is good. Shall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and 
thall we not receive evil?”? He 
obferved to a brother in the minif- 
try, on his coming into the room, 
to his bed fide, “* We have long 
lived in friendfhip and love, and 
I truft it will increafe and bright- 
en through eternal ages.’ 

A friend coming in to fee him, 
who had been abfent fome time, 
he faid, ** I was in the mount 
when I faw you laft, but now T 
am down in the valley.” Being 
afked whether his faith failed, or 

Vou. IV. No. 2. 
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words to that import, he replied, 
“‘ The foundation of God ftand- 
eth fure ; but I want to fee 
more clearly.”” And again, « I 
know I love the Lord Jefus, but 
I fometimes doubt whether it is 
right affeGtion.” Again; “ Ma- 
ny are deceived, and why not I? 
If I am, I am undone forever.” — 
On being afked if it did not afford 
him fome fatisfaction, to refle& 
that God had been pleafed to ufe 
him as an inftrument of fome 
good, not only by his preaching, 
&c. but alfo in improving him fo 
much, as 2 peace-maker and healer 
of divifionsamong profefling Chrif- 
ians; he replied, ‘¢ Oh, if the fins 
in any one half hour of mylife were 
laid in one fcale, and all the good 
I have done in another, the former 
would fink me quick to hell.’? 
A parifhioner obferving that he 
efteemed it a bleffing that he had 
enjoyed his inftru€tions and coun- 
fels fo long, he replied, ** Oh, 
don’t tell me of any good I have 
done, but if any one will tell me 
of the love of Chrift, it rejoices 
my foul !’’—Again: “ Oh that 
I could preach one fermon more, 
and have mount Zion for my pul- 
pit, and ihe atmofphere to echo 
the found: my text fhould be 
Pfalm xxxiv. 8. ** Oh tafte and 
fee that the Lord is good.””—Not 
many days before his death, he 
was brought fo low, that it was 
thought he was dying : he faintly 
fpoke “ Can this be dying? I 
feem to be failing away as ona 
bed of rofes.”? At another time, 
when his attendants were about 
raifing him up in bed, to take 
fome food—* My work is done, 
don’t raife me up, let me die. 
Qh, why are thy chariot wheels 
fo long in coming ?”’—then check 
ed himfelf for his impatience. 

He recovered unexpectedly af- 
ter this ill turn, fo as to be come 






















fortable ; on which he obferved, 
“© Oh, I am like a poor failor, 
driven back after’coming in fight 
of the harbor.” Yet feemed ful- 
ly to acquiefce in the will of God. 
«* Let the Lord do with me as is 
moft for his glory.” 

In a more comfortable ftate of 
body, but 2 few days before his 
death, he feemed to have fuch 
views of divine glory as evidente 
ly overcame his feeble bodily 
ftrength: when able to fpeak he 
faid to a friend, “* I have had a 


vifit from on high :” being afked | 


what ? «“ Oh, I have feen the glo- 
ry of Chrift, the falnefs of his 
atonement, and fome of the pure 
joys of the heavenly world.” Be- 
ing afked if he had ever had the 
fame ‘views before ; ‘* Oh yes, 
but never to fuch a degree. Oh, 
I love the light, but need the 
fhade.””—He continued moftly in 
a {weet and comfortable frame of 
mind for feveral days. Though 
very weak, to the furprife of his 
friends, with faultering voice and 
accent he repeated that much cel- 
ebrated hymn in Watts’s Lyric 
Poems, entitled “ A fight of death 
in ficknefs’”’—{fpoke of the Songs 
of Solomon, as having feafled on 
thofe words and fentiments which, 
he faid, were the fcoff and ridicule 
of infidels and the wicked world. 

When he nominated a neigh- 
boring minifter to preach at his 
funeral, he cbferved—« I defire 
no encomiums ; but that the 
world may know T die, a poor, 
vile finner, relying wholly on the 
fovereign free grace of God, thro’ 
the righteoufiiefs and atonement 
cf Jefus Chrift.” 

When it was apparent he was 
near to death, he faid, with alow, 
hollow voice, * Cold death my 
beart invades ; Lord Jefus, re- 
ccive my fpirit !”? 

+€ endeavoured to give his 
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wife and children all up to God 
—told them to put their truft in 
him. Being greatly. diftreffed, 
through his whole frame, he faid, 
“?Tis great indeed ; but Oh how 
litle, compared to what Chrift 
fuffered for poor finners!”” Being 
almoft fpeechlefs, he was afked, 
are you free to depart? “ Ob 
yes,’ and he could fpeak no 
more. 

It ought to he obferved here, 
that the above fentiments and 
fpeeches which fel! from the lips 
of this dying fervant of Chrift, 
were moflly taken from memory, 
The writer of thefe memoirs not 
being prefent, except at a few of 


them, which he heard and noted. 


_ the very words. 


But great care has been taken to 
note them as near as poffible in 
The feveral at- 
tendants and by-ftanders being 
deeply impreffed with them, the 
reports taken from them may une 
doubtedly be relied on, with full 


confidence. 





Tie following explanation of the 
qwords of our bleffcd Saviour ree 
corded in John xii. 31. is fube 
mitied to the readir, in anfwer 
to the requeft in No. 1, Vol. 
III. of the Conneticut Evan- 


gelical Mi. Ag azine. 
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The paffage is this, ** Now is 
the judgment of this world. Now 


fhall the prince of this world be 
caft out.”’ 


VIEW of the context will 

tiew that the important 
events referred to in this paflage, 
are predicated on the death, ref- 
urreCtion, and exaltation of Chrift, 
or on his mcdiatorial office and 
work. « This world” is a form 
of expreflion ufed here as alfo m 
many other {cripture texts, for 
the wicked inhabitants of the 





! world, or for man-in his ftate of 
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oppofition to God, and fubje€tion 


to the wicked one. 

The “ prince of this world” 
is the chief leader in the apoftacy 
of angels, and the feducer of man 
to his revolt from God. 

That there are among the apof- 
tate angels, different degrees of 
intelleftual capacity is agreeable 
to the word of revelation, and 
implied in many fcripture paffages, 
and will not be difputed. 

Accordingly they are confider- 
ed to be in a itate of fubordination 
to one fuperior, often mentioned 
in the bible and by various names 
as the Serpent,” ‘the old Ser- 
pent,” * the Devil,” * Satan,” 
“ the Dragon,” ‘ Apolyon,”’ 
“‘the Dragon, that old Serpent 
who is the Devil, and Satan.” 

This arch rebel has ufurped do- 
minion over the fubordinate pow- 
ers of darknefs and over wicked 
men. He is ftiled “ the God of 
this world,” the prince of the 
power of the air, the fpirit work- 
ing in the hearts of the children 
of difobedience, and who * blind- 
eth the minds of thofe who believe 
not.” Jefus Chrift is the head 
of his church redeemed, from 
among men, and of the holy 
angels. 

Hence the oppofition between 
Chrift and Satan is total and per- 
manent, and men and angels are 
all under the influence of one or 
the other of thefeleaders. “There 
is war in heaven, Michael and his 
angels fight againft the Dragon, 
and the Dragon fighteth, and his 
angels,” 

This leader in the oppofition to 
Chrit is defignated in this text by 
the name of “ the Prince of this 
world.” The judgment of this 
world, mentioned in the text, is 
that condemnation of man’s apof- 
tacy and oppofition to God, 
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which was confirmed by the death 
and refurre¢tion of Clirift. 

Jefus Chrift is the creator, law- 
giver and judge of men, the hu- 
man apoftacy is a pra¢tical denial 
of the moral perfeGiion of God, 
of the righteoufnefs of his gov- 
ernment in general, and in partic- 
ular of his government over men, 

The Lord Jefus Chrift become 
mediator between God and man, 
affumed our nature into a perfonal 
union with his divine nature, and, 
being made under the law, be- 
come obedient unto death even the 
death of the crofs, and gave his 
life a ranfom for finners. 

In this we have the united tefti- 
mony of the triune deity, the 
father, the word and the fpirit. 
Of the father in his gift of his 
fon to die for the guilty, the fon 
in fuffering the juft for the unjuft 
to bring us to God, aud the holy 
{pirit in the application of redemp- 
tion. And thefe three are one, 
they are one in nature, in effence 
and perfeéiion. One in divine 
philanthropy, and one in the tef- 
timony. 

Jefus was ** born and came into 
the world to bear witnefs to the 
truth’’. to moral truth in general, 
but efpecially to the great truth 
denied by the apoftacy of man, 
even the perfection of the divine 
chara@ter and government, dif. 
played inthe commands and threat- 
enings of the law, and in the ret- 
ributions of eternity, 

Thus the moft perfe&% govern. 
ment of God is fupported and 
honored by the obedience and 
death of Chriftin his mediatorial 
capacity. The good pleafure of 
the father in this work, is teftified 
by the refurrection of Jefus, and 
the Holy Gho% teftifies by the 
application of redemption. 


The death of Chrift has giver 
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the moft unequivocal fupport to 
the divine government and con- 
firmed the truth of the aggravated 
guilt of man’s apoftacy, and of 
the righteoufnefs of God in his 
condemnation. Then was * the 
judgment of this world.”’ 
his being done the way is pre- 
red for the compiete falvation of 
Rais through the faith of the 
gofpel, and for Satan to be eject. 
éd from his dominion in their 
hearts, and in the world, and that 
the whole fyftem of his oppofition 
to God fhould be proftrated, and 
revert with redoubled weight on 
his own guilty head. Hereby 
will be accomplifhed the divine 
prediction that “the woman’s 
feed fhall bruife the ferpentshead,” 
the full accomplifhment of this is 
however yet future. The com- 
plete and final ejeClion of Satan 
from his dominion in our world 
will not take place till the king- 
doms of this world are become 
the kingdom of our Lord and Sav- 
jour Jefus Chrift, and the devil 
fhall be caft into the lake of fire 
and brimftone, and be tormented 
forever and ever. 

The reader who underftands the 
explanation here given of John xii. 
31. will readily perceive its con- 
fiftence with chapter iii, 17. and 


with all other f{criptural affertions | 
Chritt, indeed, 


of like import. 
came into the world to fave his 
people from theie fins, « by bear- 
ing them in his own body on the 
the tree” “fuffering the juft for 
the unjuft to bring us to God,” 
by this he vindicated the divine 
government, and condemned fin, 
and thereby he become the author 
of eternal falvation to all thofe 
who believe, and thus “ grace 
reigns through richteoufnels to 


© 


eternal life by Jefus Chrift our 
Lord.” 


Let the children of Zion be 
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glad in their King, and anticipate, 
by divine faith, the completion of 
his victory and triumph. _ Being 
affured that the time is faft ad. 
vancing, when the prince of this 
world fhall be finally caft out, and 
the whole redeemed church hall 
exult in the victory and grace of 
their immortal Saviour. 

May the certain profpe& of 
this blefied event, ftreagthen our 
faith, animate us in the Chriftian 
confi, and encourage us in fer- 
vent and perfevering prayer, that 
the fet time to fuccour Zion may 
come, and the bleffling of God at- 
tend the means of {falvation, till 
“the earth fhall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord.” 

P. 
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“© For J could wifh myfelf accurfed 
from Chrift for my brethren.” 


HE great difficulty in the 
way of a right underftand- 
ing of this paflage, arifes from 
the mif-tranflation of the Greek 
prepofition apo, which is here ren- 


| dered from; whereas it ought to 


have been rendered after. This 
prepofition will bear this tranfla. 
tion, fince, in another paflage, 
the fame apoftle has evidently 
ufed it, in this fenfe. Thus, 
2 Timothy, i. 3. apo progonin. 


“ From my forefathers,’? where ° 


the meaning evidently is, after my 
forefathers, example being under- 
ftood. The following is the pref- 
ent reading of this part of the 
verfe, “I thank God, whom I 
ferye from my forefathers with 
pure conftience.” It would have 
been more correétly rendered, “I 
thank Ged, whom I ferve afier 
the example of my forefathers 
with pure confcience.” If, 
then, “ apo’ be ufed in the fame 
fenfe, in the words under confid- 
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eration, it will make the meaning 
of the apoftle highly interefting 
and inftruétive. ‘This would then 
be the true tranflation, “* For I 
could with that myfelf were ac- 
curfed after the example of Chrift, 
for my brethren.” If we con- 
fider the nature of Paul’s predic- 
tions, in this chapter, concerning 
the Jews, this meaning appears to 
be exceedingly natural. ‘Then we 
may fuppofe him exprefling him- 
{elf more fully, after this manner 
;—* Thus, my Roman brethren, 
in the preceding part of this let- 
ter, I have declared unto you the 
unfpeakable privileges, which we 
Chriftians, whether Jews or Gen- 
tiles, receive in virtue of the gof- 
pel; and, J have particularly, in 
the laft chapter, fhown how thefe 
confiderations will be abundantly 
'{ufficient to eftablifh us in the 
faith of the gofpel, and render us 
fuperior to all the hardfhips we 
can endure, from the enemies of 
Chrift. But, as all who embrace 
and obey the gofpel, whether 
Jews or Gentiles, are accepted of 
God, fo, I muft add, that all who 
reje&t it, are by him rejected. 
And fince the Holy Ghott now 
direéts me to write exprefsly of a 
creat diltinftion, which God in 
fovereign mercy and grace Is a- 
bout to make, between the Jews, 
in the reje€tion of their nation, 
becaufe of unbelief, by whom 
Chrift and his difciples have alrea- 
dy fuffered fo many things ; and 
the Gentiles, who have fo long 
been blinded in ignorance and un- 
belief, in the calling of them to a 
faving knowledge of the gofpel, 
i fear, left while I maintain this 
important truth, fo unfavorable to 
the Jews, my great enemies, fome 
of you fhould imagine, that I bear 
liard upon my dear countrymen, 
on account of the perfonal injury, 


which I and my Chriftian breth- 
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ren have received from them, or 
by their means, fince I have juft 
mentioned the greatnefs of thefe 
{ufferings. To prevent, there. 
fore, the fpread of fo injurious 
and falfe a report, on this account; 
I begin this difcourfe, on the rejec- 
tion of the Jews, with the mof 
folemn affurance I can give you 
to the contrary. And herein, I° 
fay the truth in Chrift, ufing all 
the candor and integrity of a 
Chriftian, as in the prefence of 
that bleffed Redeemer who fearch- 
es all hearts. He knows that I 
lie not: my confcience alfo bear- 
ing me witnefs as to the truth of 
what I fay, in the Holy Ghoft. 
With all this folemnity, on fo 
great an occafion, I declare to you 
and to the world, fo far am I from 
taking any revengeful pleafure in 
predicting the judgments of God, 
in the rejeGtion of my brethren, 
the Jews, that, on the contrary, 
I have great grief and continual 
forrow in my breaft, while I think 
of what hath happened, and will 
happen unto them, in confequence 
of their oppofition to the gofpel. 
Oh! fo far from being attuated 
by a fpirit of revenge, in thefe 
predictions, which I am about to 
mention, of their rejeCtion, be- 
caufe of their ill treatment of 
Chrift, and myfelf and others of 
his difciples and followers, that I 
could, even now, in unaffe&ed 
love to their fouls, if it might be 
of any avail, fincerely wifh, that 
as Chrift fubje&ted himfelf to the 
curfe, that he might deliver us 
from it,* fo I myfelf, likewife, 
were accurfed in this manner, af- 
ter the example of Chrift, for the 
fake of thefe my brethren, and 





* Gal. iii. 13. “ Chrift hath redeem- 
ed us from the curfe of the lew, being 
made a curfe for us: for it is written, 
curfed is cvery one thet hangeth ona 
tree,” 
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kinfmen a@cording to the fiefh, 
that they might thereby be deliv- 
ered from the guilt they have 
brought upon their own heads, 
and become entitled to the for- 
feited and rejeCted bleffings of the 
Meffiah’s kingdom. Far from 
revenging the fufferings of Chrift 
and his followers upon their guilty 
heads, like Chrit I would wil- 
lingly expofe myfelf to all the ex- 
ecrations of that enraged people. 
Like him, I would voluntarily let 
them execute upon me the infa- 
mous and accurfed death of cru- 
cifixion itfelf, defpifing the fhame, 
and bearing the excruciating ago- 
nies of fuch a death, if fuch fuf- 
ferings would avail any thing in 
bringing them to repentance and 
falvation. 

Inferences.—1ft. How exceed- 


ingly inclined mankind are to ime | 


pute bad motives to good men, in 
faithfully declaring the threaten- 
ings of God againft impenitent 
finners.—Nothing can more forci- 
bly evince the truth of this remark 
than the folemn appeal of St. 
Paul, to the Holy Ghoft, in this 
paflage, to convince the Chriftian 
world that he was not aétuated by 
a revengeful fpirit, in predicting 
the rejeCion of the Jewith nation, 
for their hardened wickednefs.— 
2d. The true Chriftian or benev- 
olent man has no heart to return 
evil for evil, in revenge ; but may 
arrive to fuch a degree of holinefs, 
as willingly to endure all manner 
of reproaches, and even death it- 
felf, at the hands of his bittereft 
enemies, if he could be afured 
his fuffering in this manner would 
avail, as a means, in the fight of 
God, in the everlafling falvation 
of their fouls.—3d. Since St. 
Paul was willing to fuffer in this 
manner, if he might have been an 
inftrumeat ia bringing the Jewith 
nation to embrace the gofpel, we 





fAve: 


may learn how little thofe perfons 
have of his benevolent fpirit, who 
are unwilling to exert themfelves 
or give even a mite in promoti 

the fpread of the kaowledge 4 


Chrift, in the ungofpelized parts 
of the world. 
ZEPHO. 





To rue Ep:irors oF THE Cox. 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma. 
GAZIKE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THE following letter wa: 
written, by a pious lady in Con. 
necticut, to her brother, a member 
of a college in a neighboring ftate. 
Believing that it is applicable, and 
perhaps may be ufeful, to fome & 
your readers, I refpeétfully beg 
leave to fubmit it to your con. 


fideration, 
NEANIAS. 
Jan. 1802. 


Dear Broruer, 
OFTEN refieét, that it is ve- 
ry uncertain whether we fhall 

meet again in this life, confider- 
ing that time is fo fhort, death 
fo certain and eternity fo near. 
How precious, then, is every mo- 
ment of our forfeited lives! Oh 
let us confider, that it is becaufe 
God is ** God and not man,”’ that 
we are ftill preferved from endlefs 
mifery and defpair. 

Shall I interrupt your ftudies, 
if I afk you to fet apart an hour, 
or fome portion of each day, to 
meditate on thofe fubje&s, with 
which the eternal welfare of your 


foul is fo infeparably conneéted ? 


Do you think much on the char- 
after of God; on his infinite ho- 
linefs, juftice and truth; on his 
boundlefs love and goodnefs ; on 
the fufferings and death of his own 
Son, for us rebels, when we were 
plunged fo deep in fin that no 
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created arm could bring affiftance. 
And will not this fet our fins in 
their true light ?'Surely our hearts 
muft be harder than the adamant, 
if they cannot bleed on beholding 
a God, a dying Jefus, fufpended 
between the heavens and earth, 
nailed to a crofs and pierced, ’till 
blood and water, fufficient to wafh 
and cleanfe a world of finners, 
flow from his wounds. Pray re- 
ficét often on the guilt of your 
own heart, and fee if you cannot 
call up a catalogue of fins, fo 
black, as to drive you immediately 
to this all-cleanfing fountain. 

I do not know but you have 
chofen Jefus for your friend: but 
this I know, that neither you nor 
any of the human race, can obtain 
heaven, without an intereft in the 
atonement which he has made. 

If you are not a friend to God, 
let me intreat you not to fleep in 
2 fituation fo dangerous ; and if 
you are, it will not hurt your fecl- 
ings, if I {peak a little concerning 
the regions of defpair ; of heaven 
and immortal glory, and of God’s 
perfeétions. 

In all our enjoyments, we may 
draw an ufeful contraft between 
them and the mifery of thofe who 
are configned to remedilefs woe. 

When we afluage our thirft or 
appeafe our hunger, let us reflect, 
that, in hell, finners cannot get a 
drop of water to cool their 
tongues ; but muft forever thirft, 
forever ftarve, forever burn. 

Here we can procure fruits and 
whatever is agreeable to the tafte : 
there, will be no fruit, but that of 
a ftubborn heart, which rejected 
s Saviour. 

Now, we are covered with gar- 
ments of convenience and beauty : 
‘hey who have trifled with the 
cHers of grace, are covered with 
sternal fhame and remorfe. 

Now, we my read God’s word 
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of comfort, counfel, reproof and 
threatening : there, they fhall 
read, ‘$ Depart from me ye work- 
ers of iniquity.”’— Here, the fongs 
of mirth, the notes of the harp 
and viol may fometimes exhilarate 
our hearts—There, the dreadful 
anathema of “ Depart ye curfed,” 
will forever found in their ears, 
accompanied by an eternal jargoa 
of blafphemies. 

Do you wonder, my dear fir, 
that I dwell on fuch awful fub- 
je&ts? Think a little ;—have I 
faid any thing which is not au- 
thorized by the word of God? 
Have I mentioned half as many 
curfes as are there contained ? 
On the contrary, are not the 
whole contents of that book lev- 
elled againit the impenitent ? 

But, if we have followed thefe 
gloomy refleftions far enough— 
if you are wearied with looking 
over the abyfs of eternal woe— 
and if you are not yet moved 
with the awful fate of ftubbora 
finners, pray let your heart be 
melted with the endearing words 
and precious invitations of Chrift 
—‘* Come ye bleffed of my Fa- 
‘“‘ ther—He that cometh to me 
“ T willin ne-wife caft out—The 
“‘ fpirit and the bride fay come, 
“ and let him that is athirit come, 
‘¢ and he that will, let him come 
‘and partake of the waters of 
“life freely.” Come my little 
flock, for whom I paid a coftly 
ranfom, “ inherit the kingdom— 
“ enjoy the promifed reft.” All 
tears fhall there be wiped from 
your eyes. Ye have mourned and 
wept, but now ye * fhall be com- 
“* forted”?: ye have been poor 
and defpifed, but now “ yours is 
“the kingdom: ye have * hun- 
“‘ gered and thirfted after right- 
 eoufnefs,” but ye * fhall be 
“6 filled.” . 

Oh, mv dear brother, if you 
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have any regard for your own 
foul or the fouls of others—if you 
have love for Chrift, or with the 
promotion of his caufe, pray with- 
out ceafing ; let your prayers 
frequently rife before the mercy 
feat of a commiferating God, who 
has enjoined it on us, to “ give 
‘¢ the throne of grace no reft un- 
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“ til he come and make Jerufalen 
‘¢ a praife in the earth.”’ 

That each of us may be Dite 
pared to meet him on that grea 
day, when prayers for the impen. 
itent can no longer avail, is the 
moft fincere and conftant petition 
of your affectionate fifter. 

. P——— M—., 





At a meeting of the General Affociation of ConneGicut, at Stratford, om 
the third Tuefday of Fune A. D. 1803, 


It was Vorep, That the Truftees of the Miffionary Society be 
requefted to procure a publication of the report of our delegates to 
the General Affembly of the Prefbyterian Church, in the Evangelical 


Magazine. 


Alfo, Voren, That the Truftees of this Society be requefted to 
prepare, or procure, publifh and diftribute a fummary of the Chriftian 
doftrines, for the benefit of the people in the new fettlements. 


On balloting for Truftees of the Miffionary Society, for the enfuing 
year, the following gentlemen were duly elected. 


His Honor John Treadwell, Efg. 
Hon. Roger Newberry, 

Hon. Jonathan Brace, 

Hon. John Davenport, 

Hon. Aaron Auttin, 

Hon. Oliver Ellfworth, Efqrs. 





Rev. Meffrs. B. Trumbull, D. D. 


Levi Hart, D. D. 
Cyprian Strong, 
Nathan Strong, D. D. 
Nathan Perkins, D. D. 
Charles Backus, D. D. 


The above are a true eftra&ts from the minutes of the General Ai 


fociation. 


CYPRIAN STRONG, Recistez. 


Note. The flated meeting of the Truftees, by the Confiitution of t 
Miffionary Society, is annually on the firfl Wednefday in September, in 


Hartford. 





Donation to the Miffionary Society of Conneficut. 


July 6. Ai friend of Miffions, 


10 dols. 


